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: DETAILS 


A. CHARA.CTERIZATIONS OF COmiTTEE 
AND PRINCIPALS 


Commlttae to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell 


"Following the execution of atomic spies 
EIHEL avi .RTMUS ROSENBERG in June, the 'Communist 

car.:i;aip; ^c.v.'i.ed a different emphasis. Its major effort 
cer. terse, ..pou MORTON SOBELL,' the ROSENKERGS' codefendant. 

The NatlDnal Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg ease 
a Comiuunist front which had been conducting the campaign In 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg - Sobell Committee at h conference In Chicago 
in October, 1933> and 'then as the National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case'...." 

CGulde to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications" dated January 2, 1937 » Issued by the House Comm- 
ittee on Un-American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195’^ > the name "National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared 
on literature issued by the Committee. In March, 1955/ the 
current name, "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," 
first appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 


The I96O-196I Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists tne "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell" as being located at 9^0 Broadway, New York, New York. 

JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and MORTON 
SOBELL were convicted in the United States 
District Court, Southern District of New 
York, on March 29. 1951 > on a charge of 
Conspiracy to connlt Espionage on behalf 
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of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR). The ROSEJjBRRQs 
were sentenced to death on April 5# 

1951 i and MORTOK SOIBLL was 
sentenced to 30 years inpriaonaient 
on the seme date. JULIUS and ETHEL 
ROSENEERQ were legally executed 
at Sing Sing PxlBon, Ossining » New 
York, on June 19, 1953- MORTON SOBEU. 

Ir. currently serving his sentence at 
the Jhited States Penitentiary, Atlanta, 

Otsor^A. 

The Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell^ the New York Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell and the Sobell Committee will be referred 
to by the Initials CSJMS« NYCSJI>IS and SC where appropriate ■ 
In this report. 


MORTON so: 


B . PURPOSE OP THE COMMITTEE 

advised on July 18, I9S0, bhat 

riiL had been convicted of Conspiracy to 



commit Espionage with hie codefendants JULIUS and 
ETHEL ROSENBERG and had been aentenced to serve 30 years 
In prison. The Informant said that the committee had been 
orlglna^^ formed approximately ten years previous to 
secure freedom of all three persons, but that a few years ■ 
later, it was decided that concentration of the efforts 
of the committee should be on MORTON SOBELL who was still 
living and that after he was freed the work of the committee 
would concentrate on vindicating ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG.] 
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n adnlt 


on February 2, 

, , _ , (HELEN SOBELL, Mrs. 

MORTON SOBELL) as a member of the Education 
and Literature Committee of the CP In b'ashlngton 
D.C., as of February 1, 1944. » . i 


during 1950 thattfieoDHELL family had resided 
at this address^tjoc^bout July, 1931 to 
December, 1940. ^HHBad vised that on several 
occasions durln^tra^perlod Mrs. SOBELL had 
requested him to Join the CP end he added 
that although he believed ROSE SOBELL to be 
a CP member because of this, he could not 
confirm her as a member of the CP or a 
Communist front organization. 

advised on October 
hat he had been a member of the 


CP In 

that LEAH ilUU uS51^ Sn acClVfe member 

^^h^^lty Branch of the CP In Austin, Texas. 

advised that because SCHNEIDER vras an 
aTien^extra security precautions v.’ere taken 
to conceal her party membership. 
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J advised on January 13> 1959 * 
J^LYN MANN HARAP was a member 
of the Chelsea -Lincoln Square Section 
of the CP, but that she had left the 
CP following the resignation of JOI 
GATES in 



H^HBadvlsed on September 2, 193'^> that 
MARGARET KANTER BLAU was the Organizational 
Secretary of the Fifth North Section of 
the Upper West Side Region of the New York 
State CP at one period of time between 19^8 
and 1950. 


g. FUNDS 

HmHadvl8edQi^±i^ Indicated dates that 
the bani^oaTances offl[^|^B which account was maintained 
at the Chemical Dank wer^ork Trust Company, Net'* York 
City, on the Indicated dates were as follows: 


Date of Balance Balance Date Advised 
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The Information furnished b 
Is not to be made public except In 
proceedings following the issuance of a subpoena 
duces tecum. 



The officer to be^ubn^naec 

iJied by^||H|B is( 

Chemlcal^Bcir^ NeiTlforl: Trusi 
Avenue ana ^Toth Street, New York City. 




onpany 
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advised on March 13^ 1961^ that a 
buffet dinner^na reception was held In honoi^^JE^^ SOBELL 
on March 11, 1961, In Queens > New York City. advised 

that an acinlssion charge of $2.00 was mode anc^xna^^ 
food and drinks Mere sold In order to raise mone;^^Qj^j^^ 
struggle to secure the release of MORTON SOEELL. AO/) 

advised that no announcement v/as made concerning xn^amount ^ ^ 
of money raised. 
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Q. PUBLICITY 


A chaiactsrlzatlon of "Jewish Currents" 
and the "National Guardian" may be 
found in the Appendix Section attached 
hovcto. 
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On pages S, 10, 11, 12, and 13 of the 
January, 196I Issue of "Jewish Currents" Is a feature 
article by Staff Writer IRENE PAULL entitled, "Petition 
and Prayer in Washington", which article reports the 
presence in Washington, D.C. on November 19 and 20, i960, 
of a group of prominent individuals who petitioned the 
President of the United States for clemency for MORTON 
SOBSLL. 


On page 11 of the January 2, 1961, January 9» 

1961, and January 16, 196I issues of the "National 
Guardian" are paid advertisements for a party to 
be held in New York City on January 21, 196I, under 
the auspices of the SC. 

Advertisements for affairs sponsored by 
various SC affiliates throughout the counorj’^ appear 
in the following issues of the "National Ouardlan'i 

January I6, 196I, March 6, I96I, March 20, 1961, 

March 27, I96I, May 29, 196I, June 5, I96I, and 

June 12, 1961. 

On page 11 of the June 5, I96I, June 12, I961, 
and June 19, I961, Issues of the "National Gv .:.*dl“:x" 
is a paid advertisement which states in part that "friends 
will pay tribute to ETHEL and JULIUS ROSSl'BERG on the 8th 
anniversary of their execution, Sunday, June 18, 12:00 
p.m. at VJellwood Cemetary, Pinelawn, New York.,.", 

On page 49 of the June 7, 196I Issue of 
the 'New York Post", a New York City daily newspaper, is 
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feature column under the byline MURRAY KEMPTON, 

"entitled, “Love story" , which article reports sympathetically 
on the 11 year struggle of HELEN SQBELL to secure freedom 
for her husband. 
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"THE NEW REPUBLIC SPEAKS OUT— One Of the country's 
leading opinion magazines has published an editorial 
on the Sobell case 

"THE PROGRESSIVE ADDS ITS VOICE— For many years 
the Progressive Magazine has been regarded as an 
authoiTtaTfj-ve voice of liberal opinion in the country... 

"ORGANIZATIONS ACTING— The latest organizational 
group to take important action on the Sobell case 
is the Joint Conanisslon on Social Action of the 
United Synagogues of America, the Rabbinical Assembly 
of America, the National Women's League of the United 
Synagogues and the National Federation of Jewish Men's 
Clubs. . . 

"CLERGYMEN CONTINUE ACTION— We have heard reports 
of hov; inspired members of the clergy are as a result 
of their attending the Washington gathering or in some 
way participating in the clergy appeal... 

"WASHINGTON EXHIBIT IN USE— Several committees 
have started to make use of the attractive and impressive 
exhibit that was prepared specially for use bt the Hotfl. 
Shorehara in Washington. ..." 


H. COriMUNIST PARTY AFFILIATION 



the committee had done a good Job over the years since 



s 
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It had held mani 

money. 

II^Horily seven "Cr eight peop] 
committee but that many people were fxand raising 
prospects and would help/^“*'for large affairs. 



^ 7 ^ 



advised during January, I96I, that 
a meeting of the Amalgamated Club of the New York 
Industrial Branch of the CB was held in New York 
City on January 23# 1961, and among the items 
of business discussed v;as a reminder by one functionary 
of the fact that the New York Region of the CP was 
holding a meeting on January 28, I96I, to raise funds 
for the SC, 



present to send letters to President KENNEDY and Attorney Cflf 
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■ • General KENNEDY to urge freedom for and a review of 
the case of MORTON SCEELL. 

advised on Pebruarj*^ 28, I96I, that 
an Indlvidual/nau saved clothes and other items for a 
bazaar being held to raise funds for "The Worker", an 
east coast Cornmnlst weekly newspaper, requested information 
ofpersonnel at CP Headquarters as to where these clothes 
should be sent and was Informed that "The VJorker" bazaar 
had already been held and that all material not sold 
at this bazaar had been turned over to the SC which 
needed Items for Its fund raising bazaar. 



- 23 - 
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I . APPENDIX 


.-......“JEWISH CURRENTS" 

Formerly Icnown as "Jevjlsh Life" 

"Jewish Life" for October, 1957» announced that 
after the October Issue, and vrf.th the nejit issue to 
be published in January, 1958, the magazine was changing 
Its nanc to *' Jewish Currents," because of the claim to 
the name "Jewish Life" by the magazine "Orthodox Jewish 
Life" . 


The Kay, I96I, issue reported that "Jewish 
Currents" is published by Jewish Currents, Inc., Room 601, 
22 East 17th Street, New York City. 

Concerning "Jewish Life,” the ©iide to Subversive 
Organizations and Publications, dated January 2, 1957> 
and prepared by the Consnlttee on Un-American Activities, 
United States House of Representatives, stated; 

"(1) Cited as a Conanunlst front v/hich first 
appeared in November, 19^^ > as a monthly 
published by the Morning Preihelt 
Association, publishers of the Yiddish 

Communist dally, 'Morning Preihelt' 

The first Issue contained this announcement 
of pcllcy: 'Jevd.sh Life dedicates Itself 
to strengthening the friendship of the 
Jewish people with the Soviet Union.....' 

"(Committee cn Un-American Activities, Report, 
'Trial by Treason: The National Committee to 
Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs and Morton 
Sobell, ' August 25# 1956, p. 93.)" 


c 
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' NATIONAL C-UAi^lAN 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of January 2, 

1937,. prepared and released by the Coiriaittee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C., contains the following concerning the 
"National Guardian": 

"National Guardian’ 

"1. ’Established by the American Labor Party 
in 19^7 as a "progressive" weekly. ♦ * 

Although it denies having any affiliation 
with the Communist Party, it has 
manifested Itself from the beginning 
as a virtual official propaganda arm of 
Soviet Russia.' 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report, 'Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs 
and Morton Sobell,' August 25i 195^, p. 12)" 




in Rtjify, PUa»t IMer to 
FiUNo. 


c? 8 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
July 26, 1961 
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Title 


Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell 


Character 

Reference 


Internal Security - C 
Internal Security Act of 1930 


Report of Special Agent] 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

NY T-9, NY T-liT and^ T-13, who were 
in a position to furnish reliable information. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 


4^>c- 
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o 


FEDERAL BUREAU OK INVESTIGATION 


CTOMTIMG OrriCE 

SAN DIEGO 


orrice op omiuin 

NEW YORK 


n.e OF CASE 


DATE 


7/31/61 


ItEPONT MADE B 


iKVeSTiOATtVC KAtOO 

-7/10 >_25/6I 



C0MMIT.TEE TO SECUHE JUSTICE FORI 
MORTON SOBELL 


blc 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


'NOPSWt 


REFERENCE ; Report of SA 


1 / 27 / 61 , San Diego. 


- P* - 


•I£ADS 


LOS ANGELES (INFORMATION) 

One copy of Instant report is being fumlBhad 
to Los Angeles for information. 

SAN DIEGO DIVISION 


Will continue to follow and report the 
activities of the San Diego Sobell Committee which is an 
affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell. 


<«ovca 

mm MAOCi 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

•2 


APCCIAC ACfTHT 
IN CHAI9GC 


- Bureau ( 100- 387835 ) (RM) 

- District Intelligence Office, 

11th Naval District, San Dlegb 

- Office of Special Investigations, 
Maywood (RM) 

- Counter Intelligence Corps, 

115bh Detachment, San Diego (Rm) 

- New York (100-107111) (RM) 

- Los__Angel.es (1 00-4 1 648) (INFO) l(RM) 
r Diego (100-9^0) 


DO NOT WntTC IN tPACCt MLCMIV 


/^O - /47 ///-V^ 

(RM) ..V, ,/]/' 



j < CJt.) 

Jrr T' . — * ***• -t . ; I 


^.1. 


ERTY or rot --*7 his tcport is loAnod to you by tho FBI. and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside tho agency to which loaned. 
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Copy to: 
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RapOft of: 

Dott: 

Fiold Offic* F<l* 0 ! 
Tttlt: 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




1 

1 


Counter lr.‘ e.lllgenoe Corps, 115th Detachment, 

San Diego (RJ-l) 

District Intelligence Office, 11th Naval District, 
San Diego (BJM) 

of»r^ -Sae ■ 1 investigations, Maywood (RM) 

Offic. SAN DIEGO 

eye. 
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(.r:MV|T7*TEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOEEIL 


Bureou Ftt* #i 100-387835 


Chdrodtr: ''jMERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURlTi ACT OF 3950 

Synopiiit 

MILTON LESSiiER Is Chairman of the San Diego Sobell Committee 
(SDSr).. the San Diego, California, affiliate of the Committee 
to Secui*e Justice ,fcr MORTON SOBEIL. The SDSC held a meeting 
in Mnr-:b, I 96 I, at which Dr. ANNETTE RItrINSTEIN was the main 
speakci . Informants report SDSC has no organized membership 
and holds no regulai'i^’ scheduled meetings. 


- F« - 

DETAllo ;. ^89^ advised on December I 6 , 1959# that the 

San Diego Sobell Committee (SDSC) is the San Diego, 
Callloinl.*, affiliate cf the Committee to Secure Justice for 
MORTON SOIAELL. 


Ju I '/ 



t. 


n advised on December 2 , i960, and on 
that MILTON LESSNER Is chairman of the SDSC. 
said that it Is his understanding that the SDSC has no 
nr membership but that it announces any scheduled activities 
thj’OU;. " meetings oftheSan Diego Branch of the Socialist Workers 
party (SDP SWP) . further said that the SDSC holds no 

regulrriy scheduler meetings, but has meetings only on Isolated 
occasions when some dignitary of the Sobell Committee comes to 
the S^n Diego area to, visit or speak, or when the national 
Sobell Corrmittee needs funds. 


T)ie Soclalijst Workers Party (SWP) has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order 10450.. 




tsass advised on July 11, I 96 I, that MILTON IESSNER' 
■j iKMuhor of the San Diego County Communist Party (SDCCP) and 


» *♦» 


•*f rPci>rpm«‘ndcrtlona nor coneluaiona ihf THl. It ia the proportp of th* Pfil anA It j— ntd to 


Thin aoC«fn< nl 


chairman of the SDSC. Dhie aource atated that the 8D5C haa 
no regular memberahip and announcea ita acheduled actlvltiea 
at CoDDunlat Party (CP) club meetings. Vurther, the aource 
adviaed that the SDSC, which la a very looaely knit organiaation^ 
holds no regularly scheduled meetings, but haa meetings only 
when the National Sobell Committee aaks for a fund>drive or 
when MORTON SOBELL* a wife or some dignitary of the Sobell 
Committee visits San XUego. 


The Communist Party has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. . , 



On March 21, 196l,fKSSr made available a copy of 
an announcement captioned: *AN BTE-VITNBSS REPORT ON YOUTH AMD 
CULTURE*- Bast and Vest, by Dr. ANNET^IB T. RUBINSTEIN, PH.D., 
Brilliant critic and author of * Great Tradition In English 
Literature- - - - proiB Shakespeare to Shaw* and 'Realistic 
Ethics', and formerly. Instructor of: Philosophy at Mew York . 

Ikii varsity; Tourist Group Leader and Lecturer.* 

The announcement vent on to state that Dr. 

EUBINSIBIN had recently returned from a three month . 

European lecture tour, having spoken before almost fif^ . 
audiences in over a dosen principal cities; that she had 
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lectured before the Inetitute of World Literature and the 
Union of Soviet Writera In Koacow^ the University Bngliah 
Department in Warsaw, the Shakespeare Society in Prague, 
the Union of Oerman Writers in Berlin, the Engliah-American 
Institutes of the Universities of Qreifswald, Jena, Leipxig, 
Potsdam, and Rostock. .. It reflected that Dr. RUBINSIEZW JMt 
Informally with cultural groups in Paris, Stockholm axul. 
London, and vs.s a guest of the 15th Annual Council Meeting 
of the Women's International Democratic Federation. 


The announcement reflected that Dr. RUBINSKIH . .. 
would be the speaker at a meetinn sponsored by the San Diego 
Sobell Committee on March 16, 19ol> at 4190 Front Street^ 

San Diego, California. 


advised on April 13, 1961, that on 
March l6,^96l, the 8DSC held a meeting at the First 
Unitarian Church on Front. Street, San Diego, California.' 
Approximately 100 persons attended, several of whom wert.^ 

CP memters or sympathizers.. The chairman of the SDSC# 

MILTON USSSNER, opened the meeting by announcing that 
the case of HORTON SOEELL was again going before the U.S. 

Supreme Court on appeal and that funds were therefore 

needed. X2SSNER then intro(!ueed as the main speaker for., 

the evening . Dr. ANNETIB RUBINSTEIN who had recently 

returned from an extensive tour of Eastern Europe, Russia, mad 

various iron-curtain couxlrles. Dr. RUBINSTEIN spoke of.. 

her experience in Russia, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. After 

RUBINSTEIN spoke, ARTHUR STEVENS made a pitch for funds. 

and took up a collection; the amount received was not aunounbed. . 


CUBBt^viiKd on April 22, 19Sl, that on 
March 16,’1981# the SDSC held a meeting at 4190 Front Street, 
San Diego. MILTON lESSNER introduced the main speaker, .. 
AltmETTE RUBINSTEIN who. spoke, on her recent trip to Eastern 
Europe, Russia, Czechoslovakia, and Poland. RUBINSTEIN . 
praised the progress being made in those ootantries and she 
criticized the attitudes of the youth of the United States • 


as compared to the youth of Eastern Europe. ARTHUR STEVENS 
closed the meeting by asking those in attendance to donate . . 
freely. advised that about 100 persons attended the ^ 

meeting j.nciuding" various membe.rs jpf the SOB-SWP. 


f 
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and4iBIP®^ advised 

July 25, T5B1, That thcy~knew of no ^^eni activity on toe 
part of the SDSC since Dr. ANNETTE RUBINS1EIM spoke In San ^ 
©lego In March, I 96 I. 


4 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Diego, California 
July 31# 1961 


Title COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY ” C 
INTERNAL 
Reference report of Si 
7/31/61# at 


j SBCURITI - C 


dated 


All sources (except any listed below) used In referenced 
communication have furnished reliable Infomstlon In the past. 


Thl« document contuina noithttr tecnmmendauona nor concJuaiona of the TDI* It i# ibe pioporty 
nf tl.e Tbl ond le looned to your ogency; it and ite content • are not to be dietributed outside 
yjur ogency. 
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San riego Sol^all Coanitlttae, 
aka Mox ton. Sobell Defense 
f:onimlttee> SobelJ Defense 
Committee, San Diego Commit 
to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell 


A confidential source advised on Mi;- 1» 1957» 
that the San Diego Sobell Committee (SDSC), s.ke Morton 
Sobell Defense Committee, Sob.*!ll Defense Coic^ltt^e, 

San Diego Committee to Secure Justice for- Moiioa Schell, 

Was organized on April 8 , 1?36, at Sstn .Diego, CAllfomla, 
to help obtain a new trial for MORTOK SOBETJ 4 . convicted 
In 1931 for conspiracy to commit eepionfige or, behalf of the 
Soviet union. Source further advised that the SD5?C Is an 
adjunct of the National Comittee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell in the Ro8enbe7g Case, aka N 3 i;ional Sobell 
Committee, New York, New Yori., which directe fl''tlviti«8, 
policy and obtains f inane I aI support from tbc various Sobell 
committees throughout the co<A/t.tx*y. 

Another source advised on May 15* • l.?''l> that the 
San Diego Sobell Committee Is stj.ll in existr.r.ce and is 
controlled and dominated by the Communist Farty In San Diego, 
California, although Its meml'ershlp Includes nombers of tha 
Socialist Workers Party In San Diego. 

Ifhe Communist Party and the So<3la}.l&t Workers 
Party have been designated by the Attomsy Coneral of the 
united States pursuant to Executive Order lO^'thO. 
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appei;dix 


■ COryjTTEE TO SECTJRE JUSTICE MnPTOK aCiBBY.T. 


*Folldwing the exeeutlo& atozsic spies Stbel and 
Julius Rosenberg, in June, 1953> tbs tConxunIst canpeign assuiced 
a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Horton Sobell# 
the Rosenbergs* co>defendent. The Kational Coas&ittee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Casa > a communist frcnt which bad been 
conducting the campaign in the United States • was reconstituted 
as tbe National Rosenberg -Schell Corcsiutee at a conference in 
Chicago In October 1953 and *tber: as tbe Kational Coio&ittee to Secure 
Justice for Horton Sobell in the Rosenberg case*....* 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957* Issued by the House Committee on Ib-Aiteriesn 
Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 1954* the name "National Comsittee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature Issued 
by tbe Committee. In March, 1955* tbe curx'ent name, "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on literature 
Issued by tbe Coxomittee. 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Kanhattan telephone directory 
lists tbe "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as being 
located at 946 Broadway, New York, New York. 
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UNITED STATES Oo( KnMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 



subject: 


SAC, NEW YORK 

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-3766?) 

L- 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL; IS - C 



date: 


8/2/61 


nf 




On 7/27/6 iHH^B who has 
3 pasT^Turnlshed SAs 
he following Items ; 



One four-page leaflet regarding "Petition for 
Executive Clemency for Morton Sobell." 


and 


One Reprint from "New York Post, " of 6/7/61, 
captioned, "Love Story, " by MURRAY KEMPTON 


One mimeographed letter dated July 1961, from 
The ftilladelphla Sobell Committee 

Ihe first two items listed above are enclosed for 

New York, 


The third Item Is being retained In Philadelphia flie 
100-37667. This letter states the high point In the case has 
been reached. The Clemency Petition has been filed and submitted. 
A decision is very likely In the next weeks. Support of recipient 
is requested. 
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Hsu mnt XM 

AygUBt 3# I 90 I 



Bti eoBBlttBc to Boom JttitiM tat 
flortan Bobell 
fritomal Boourity * t 


A ohix«otoris&tiac «f tho Oorarittoo to 
Bocupo Auotleo for Hortoc AOboU it ottooltoC* 

Of) tw of tbo AupiBt 1, 19^1# iosuo of 
the "Iknr York Poot''^ O llctf York City Aally notisptpor^ 

Ac on oditorlol ooDOomiivj tho ooourlxc of froodoo 
for Holton Bobell* fhU oditorlol lo ott forth at 
folXouBi 

%**Ai)A tht puovloo Of o frot Booio^ . . . ’ 

*Cur ooet Aiomtle onowtr to Ihx^iBhohov'o 
• 2 >- 7 aar-plon* io not o iBttor of ooonoBlo cooool or 
Oro^u^tion orlthDOtie* It I 0 in tho bfttlo fcala 
or fx*ooaoa« For Oospito Oil hio OrwolUoa douhlo- , 
tolk^ tho Borlot oremior bolds out llttlo proopoet 
of o tocloty in wiioh Both Uhoxty ond Juotlco Idll : ; 
provoU* 

*li»t m rtpootodly the ohenco to 
mlorline the issue* Vo still oulxsit to tho OKostBoi 
or InQuifiitorlol Consrocciocial eoenitteos* Vo 
still tolerttte political blacklists* Ve loocp on Oiir 
booizs tho infSBous O&ith Act# thloh penolisos 
advocacy rsUier than octlau Ve lail nan for in- 
bicnnoly leit* toms if tholr orlAss Boor 0 polltlool taint 

this do3\Bent oentains neither reooraaendatlenB per 
oon^lusiona of the FSZ* It Is the property of the 
9U and is losned to your oc:onoyi it and Itc oentents . 
aro not to be distributed outside pour Ofioxicy* 
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Be t CacaalttM $%oure for Bortoa B0i»tXl 


*A OOM Vixy Wksh in point lo tbO'u Of 
Ii4?t0n Boibell. He vos on o?j>onclaae to the B j oa nbor g 
OQ£>e; the Into fuotloe gcrojo Mnk oorlouci:; Oiueotionod 
tl)C propriety of the otxssxrsotanoeB wider tCSeh Bo 
tes proaocuted and ooiflod tlctt ho bo grontel o hn 
trial. fobcU hoe now oozvod hm than II yoaroj 
in Uiie intorin boxv mou bavo studied the rov^erd 
Olid have ooncluded that tho oovority of the oontenet 
irr;oaoI wio o Aireot rooult or hla ineluaiou in tho 

trim. 

*I>r. Sidney tLooLii ppoaklns loot pear for 
tlioae ttio bolievo BobelX «aa cruilty. but ncvortheloto 
bcllevo he ohouil be frood« Sddedt *«.»«e think that 
10 years is aople oontOTiee for idot Sol>eII actually 
did and that> havlnj aerv^ the 10^ he ahoulu now 
be TOleatxsi... Bi vle^r of the fast that no ataulo 
•erploctt'TO was oren alleged tL^ydnst bin* Bid that tha 
sole pitneoa toatified ax^rcly te wisuoceccrul attoopta 
to p;'^ 3 uro infoziaation* ve think that Bob o I I should 
Bov; be loloaoed fron prioon#* 

*116 believe tliis reflooto nidesproQl penti* 
pent Baong those liio htve oonooientioualy rcvlewod 
tiiC cate. Bobell'e pica for oxooutive la 

nov: ponliivi. Xt ahoulu bo gZBntod both bemuse that 
would bo an act Of Juatloe Bixl booauee it ic iti Buah 
acts tint tho atporcth BrU cxsndeur af B tree Boeiaty 
is proslalxied.* 




COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR-'M'ORTON SOr-ELL 

''Pollowf-ng the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENBERG In June, 1953> the ‘Coromunlet campaign 
assumed s different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon MORTON SOBELL, ' the ROSEr>n:ERGS' codefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - 
a Comnuinist front v/hlch had been conducting tlie campaign In 
tlie United States - v;as reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg- So'oe 11 Committee at a conference In Chicago 
In October, 1953, and 'then as the National Comrrifctee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg 
Case' 


(’’Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications 
dated January 2, 19S7, Issued by the House Committee on Un- 
Amerlcin Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^, the name "Netlonel Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell’’ appeared on literature 
Issued by tne Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manliattan telephone 
directory lists the '‘Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell ’ as being located at 3roadv;ay, New 
York, Nevf York. 


8/3/61 


• -AIRTEL 


TO: DIRECTOR, FDI (100-387835) 


FPOri; SAC, HEM YORK (100-107111) 


SliiBJECr: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR riOii.’On SQDELL 
IS - C 
ISA - 50 


Attached hereto aro 6 copleo of a lottoxhead 
memorandum aottlnc; forth an editorial appearing; In 
the AuLi'unt 1, 1961, lonuc of the "Nex: YorL cb" 
concerning the eocurln:; or the roloaoe of riORJOH 
SODELL. 

Tho memorandum la not being clacoiricd In 
vlovr of the fact that the information contained therein 
tiQO obtained from a public oourao. 


3 - Dui’oau (IOO-387C35) 6) (Rii) 

1 - Novf York (100-107111) 


PlIS:ona 

(i>) ‘ 

1 - Siqpervieor (4l) 
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is €xempt from disclosure, in Its entirety* 
under (b)(7)(D) es information contained In ^ ^ J ' 

this serial vould identify an informant to 
whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
has been given. This information includes 
dates and places of Beetings mhlch were ... --• 
attended by a limited number of people knoim . ..^ 
to the informant and/or information from these"' '• ' ’v- ’ 

meetings and situations in which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these 
organizations* disclosure of which vould reveal Vz 
his identity. 


-'fi 


-»v 








.-TAi ' r-. V'* *’ • r*<>***%: 






‘-4 ^ a ■ 


m* • m i'v.r V'># • " - ^ ■ e :^ii^ 4 


^ *♦.- -W ■• •• # • - ■ m0*,' . « 




-♦ . * ..A — ■» » Viw — « • '•r-' 


- ■ ■•* . 'i'- V. .■;"*^ 


■4 . ■ . . 


a ' ■ . 

;ry;-^ 












CHICAGO BOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS - C 


On June 27, 1961, and July 14, 1961, 
who haa furnished reliable Isforaatlon In the 
the write r with l>wr|dwylttan reports con ^alnlnt 

the bank account of 



This account Is maintained at the Amalgamated 
Trust and Savings Bank, 111 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, 
Illinois. 


It should be noted 1h at the information furnished 
by this Informant is no longer in his possession. 



The reports are filed in Chicago fll 



The reports as they relate to the captioned organization 
are set forth as follows: 



New Tork <RM)(100- 


) (Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell) 


1 



PHK:iimf 

(3) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



SAC, New York (100-107111) 
Director, FBI (100-387835) 


date: August 4, 1961 


subject: committee TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR NORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Re New York airtel dated 8-3-61 enclosing a letter- 
head memorandum setting forth an editorial appearing in the 
8-1-61 issue of the "New York Post*" 

Perusal of the letterhead memorandum does not 
disclose that the Committee to Secure Justice for Norton 
Sobell (CSJNS) is mentioned or that the CSJMS has any connec- 
tion with the editorial. It is noted that the letterhead 
memorandum was submitted under the caption of the CSJMS and 
that a characterization of this organization was attached 
as an appendix. 

Unless the editorial resulted from activity 
of the CSJMS or the CSJ>S was mentioned therein, the 
information furnished should have been under the caption 
of the Morton Sobell case inasmuch as it pertains to the 
securing of Sobell 's release. New York should use care 
in future communications to utilize the appropriate caption 
for the information furnished. 


r-ILP fTHIPPED I , 


fOO- {07!// 


SEASCIItO INDEXED. 

SEKIAUZ^D..:r::_.nLED 

Al'GT iaol' 
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UNITED STATES OOVERNISENT 


UNITED STATES OOVERNISENT 

Memorandum 

TO : SAqi lew C ICO • W711X ) #aljr 

••ot 111 * 


ntoM 


subject: CriWlTTCt r. SiSCUlt^ JUSTXCX 

rOT» rRTCl OCBiJLL 
Z1 • C I 2SA *50 

In connection with the destiuction of dionnclizino nemoranda. the iniannatiao oootoined od the 
Miiols listed below was incotparated in o leport dated Ally f6*10vle . Tbeieviewfor 

this report was mode from serial through serial . 

In occordanoe with the obove, the foliowring serials ore to be ds i h o yed: 


Seriols (List by serial or serial scope.) 
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Memorandum 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 
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The above Information Is not to be made public 
except In a usual proceeding following the issuance of a 
subpoena. 


Fifth Avenue an 


cer to be subpoenaed is 
Chemical Bank New York TrCst Company, 

0th Street, NYC. ^*7^ 


New York (100-10/' 


AEC:mcc 

(2).. 


u- 


i»7C 


foo • roi/f i 
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SERIAL 


ROSENBERG/ SOBSLL COMMITTEE 


roi^^<^DATE 9vy-i^/ 


CONSISTING OF 3 PAGES 

pAG-fS 

exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number ABB. 


COmilTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENfERG In June^ 1953> the ‘Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon MORTOH SOBELL,' tne ROSENBERGS’ codefendsnt. The 
National Committee tc Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - 
a Communist front v/hlch had been conducting the campaign in 
the United States - v.-as reconstituted as the Notional 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference In Chicago 
in October, iS^53> ?-ud 'then as the National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg 
Case ' " 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 195*5, the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on Ijterature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell" as being located at 9^\0 Broadway, New 
York, New York. 
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DlRSCTOa^ FBI <X0C^387d35) 
SACj HEV TORE (lOO-aOTUl) 


COWaTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOB 
KCKCrOlf SOBELL 

ISA, 1950 ■ • . 

(00: KEV TORE) - 


f 8/14/^ 
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^^^^^Q^/lhronBatloa eositeljagiOigreinvas fumlBbed 
b»mH^Bon 6/14/61, to SaH^HH[|H|b Tba 
enelo&cd letterhead aeaorandvra iscISsItTm confidential 
in Tiey of the fact that It eontaina Infonaation aecured 
free a confidential Infonaaht of continuing value and • 
the unauthorized dieclosure of the infonuation contained 
therein could eeriously ia^lr the future effoctlveneaa i: 
of thlc Inforaant aj»3 the Ixs^airaent could effect ^ 
the national defense interest of the eountry, - « - 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBEIX 



■AC 


CHAJIAOEK OF CASE 


^70 


IS - C; 

ISA or 1950 




Report of SA| 


-RUC- 

AOMIKISTRATIVE 


1/11/61, at Hev Haren ^>0 


Thls^an^c^^^^l^A^l^^^oaf^entlal because Inforaatloa reported 

could .reasonably result . In the Identlf leatlpj 
of secu^U^inic^SatininT sources of continuing value and ^onprpBise 
future effectiveness thereof. ~ 

Copies of this report furnished to Intelligence agencies interested in 
activities of subject organization in Connecticut. 

InasBUcta as Investigation has not disclosed a branch of the CSJMS in 
Conn., and Inasmuch as security informants and sources Rnoe of no 
activities of subject organization in 1961, and knov of no plans for 
future activities of the CSJMS in Conn, in 1961, no further Investi- 
gation Is being conducted concerning subject organization at this 
time. 
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1 * OSl, fZSTOYER FIELD 
1 - ONI, NEW TORE 

Office NET HAVEN 




FWd Offu. ni« N«J 100- 14203 


FlU Ncj 100-387835 


CONMITTES TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR NORTON SOESLL 


Qiaiorfwi 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Sy it op ilw 


Inf^ULOLta kiLCv of co activities of Com! t tee to 
Secure J^tice for Morton Sobell (CSJHS) in Conn., 
in 1961. LOUIS ZEMSL, New Haven, Conn., reported 
to have heen active in CSJN3 in Conn., in 1959-1960, 
is not known by infcrnnnt to participate in CSJNS 
actirltiae in 1961. Inforsanta acquainted vlth Coa- 
■unist ?art 7 ^CP) and CP front group activities in 
Cosn. , advise they know of no plans for future CSJHS 
activities in Conn, in 1961. . 


- BUC - 


DETAILS : 


AT NET HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 




^rz5 


The Committee to Secure Justice for Horton Sobell, 
which is characterized in the Appendix section of this 
report, will be referred to in this report by the initials 
CSJNS. 


XCESClSl ’ 


^ ' T - or? 












1%1n d oCTira e nt eotttaJas 


i^sHbsr iwcnfsmeDdmfVims Ber eonMl^^ne of tKs pmpeftT 0^ tliN FW 
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HH 100>14203 

i 

7 

> 

I .. I. GENERAL ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTICUT 



Darl&g the period January, 1961 to July, 1961, LOUIS ZEMEL 
Treasurer of Zemel Brothers, Inc., 160 Orange Street, Nev 
Haven, Connecticut, did not participate in any CSJUS acti- 
vities in Connecticut, did not receive literature or corre- 
spondence fros the C5J1B Headqi^iarters in Nev York City, and 
did not utilize the cc^s^arcisLl checking account of Zenel 
Brothers, Inc*, to stihalt funds to the CSJtfS Headquarters. 
During this period, according to the source, ZEMEL was com- 
pletely occizpiea vith the developxent and operation of the 
Pcvder Hill Ski area, Mlddlefield, Connecticut, which is 
owned "by Z^ia>al~B^other3y^acv 






During the period Deceaber 1, 1960 through July 31, 1961, 

LOUIS ZEMEL did not issue any checks made payable to the 
CSJMS, drawn against the commercial checking account of 
Zemel Brothers, Inc., 160 Orange Street, New Haven, Connecti- 
cut, which checking account is maintained at the First New 
Haven National Bank, 1 Church Street, Nev Haven, Connecticut. ^ 

MH T-6 12/30/60 through 

7/31/61. 





KE 100> 14203 




InforaAtion tur&lsh«d by KH T-9 can be Mtde 
public only upon the is 
urn directed to 
First New Haye 
reety New Haven. 






Inforsants acquainted with soiee ct the activities of 
the Ccamoaiat Party and Couunist Party front groups 
in ConsLecticut t advised during June and July, 1961, 
that they knjw of no activities of the CSJMS in 
^ 7 Connecticut is 1961 and knew of so plans for future 
CSJMS activities in 1961. 





"Following the exocntloti of atonic spies Ethel and Jolins 
Rosenberg in Jtme, 1953. the ^Coasninist campaign assnmed 
a different emphasis, its major effort centered npon 
Morton Sobell»* the Rosenborgs* codefendant. The Rational 
Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg case - a 
Commanist front which had been conduct Ing the campaign in 
the United States - was reconstituted as the Rational 
Rosenberg^Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago in 

October, -1953) -and *then as the Rational -Committee -to — 

Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case*... 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publi- 
cations" 'dated January 2, 1957, issued by the . . 

House Coimnlttee on Un-American Activities, pg.60.) ^ 

In September, 1954t the name "Rational Committee to'Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell* appeared on literature issued 
by the Committee. In March, . 1955» the current name, va- 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. ■ 

The 1960-61 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory lists 
the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as being 
located at 940, Broadway, Row Tork, Row York. ^ 








TOTTED STATES DEPABTKEET OF JUSTICE 
federal BUREAP of INTESTKlATrOW 

Kev B&T«n 10, Coanectocat 
Aogvat 14, 1961 

la Reply, Pleue 
Refer to File 
9b: 100-.14203 


SS: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR M0RT09 SOBELL 


of. Special Ageat . _ 

at Fee Havea, Connect lent, ^7C 
daie^aa^captiore^jr above. 

Confidential isforaante utilized in referenced 
report have fnrnlahed reliable Infomation la the 
paet. 


This doctinent coataine neither recoaoBendatlone nor 
conclnslone of the FBI. It le the property of the 
FBI and ie loaned to yotif agency; it and. its con^ 
.tente are not to be distributed ontelde your agency'* 
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AffiTEL AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 

I 

} 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 

FROM: SAC, SAN DIEGO (100-9380) 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


Diego . 


Rerep of SA 



oated 7 / 31/61 a 


z. 

w 


San 

b70 


Enclosed are five copies each for the Bureau, tvio 
each for Nev; York, and one each for Los Angeles of docmentatlons 
of the San Diego Chapter and National Chapter of the Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. Please add these 
documentations to your copies of rerep. 

For the Bureau's Infomation, outside agencies to 
whom copies of rerep v:eiv disseminated are being forvirardcd, 
by separate letters, copies of appropriate documentations. 

/ 

R - Bureau (Enc. 10) (REGISTERED) (All) 

(P- New York (Enc, 4)'( IOO-IO 7 III) (REGISTERED) (AM) 

1 - Los Angeles (100-41648) (Enc. 2) (REGISTERED) 

1 - San Diego 
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ffyabols and sources have been concealed enl 7 vhere necessary. 
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Source . 

Tile Hunber 
Where Located 
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Instant report* 
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inriTED STATES OEPARTXBST OF RUSTICS 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP ZETESTlGATIOff 


Copy to: 1 . OEI» Cbioogo 

1 - OSI, Chicago 
1 - CIC, St. Paul 

Office: Hlimeapolls, Kinaesota 

8/21/61 1,70 

100-8894 hir Bureau Pile BO.: 100-387835 . 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE RUSTICS 
FOR MORTOE SOBELL 


Report of: 
Date: 

Field Office 
File Bo.: 

Title: 




Character: 


IHTERICAL SECURITY - C. 8WP 


Syaopsie: 





DETAILS: 


ACTIVITIES 



■ 




■•rVy^^; i-r 7-’'- :' 


This docunent contains neither recosBendatlons nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the proj;>erty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

A coNriDoriAi 


ALL IVFOHMATIOH CCWAINBD 
nE?riB IS UKCLASSiriED 
£7.C£?I rri2K£ SHOira 
07HZKB1SZ 


Enr-iTi 

hAIE OFtLSLA.i5inCAriOK IKDEFUriU 





*P 100-^94 ; 

^ On May 3, 1961 a Metiag of the HCSJKS vas held at ^ ! 

Vianeapelis, Minnesota* There were froa 60 to 65 persons preseat. 

The principal speaker was a well known Anerican scientist who 
claiaed that Aaerlcan authorities were either stupid or dishonest 
• in sending MORTON 80BELL to Jail on the charge of espionage. It 
was the speaker's belief that there was insufficient evidence against 
SCSSLL. 



Since Febrnaryf 1961, the MCSJMS has engaged only in the . 
activities Mentioned above In this report. There have been no 
activities of any natxire since May 3, 1961. The organization as 
such still exists but it is in all respects inactive and the organic 
sat ion therefore exists in sane only. 


The downfall of the MCSJMS is attributable to the split 
^Ich occurred in the Twin Cities Branch of the Socialist Workers 
^arty <TCB, SWP},., <wblch is characterized in the appendix hereto). - 

4 :- • ■ - - . ■ . ' ■ 

- {The Socialist Workers Party (8WP) has been designated 

by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450). 

t ' ; • 

o The break in the TCB, SWP arose between the St. Paul 
oenbers on the one side and the Minneapolis neobers of the TCB, 

SWP on the other. ~ Although the reason for the split or disagroe^^^ 
sent has been couched by the leadership In party teminology, 

^e actiial reason for the split was the fact that each faction* 
wanted to yule the entire organization. It resolved itself baslo^'.r: '* 
ally into a proposition that too sany ^ople wanted to be leaders. 

s The TCB« SWP has controlled the MCSJMS for a long tiae.' 

The co^llct in the TC8,SWP carried over into the MCSJMS . which 
4a fact had been <daninated by the 8t..^ul group. 

' ' ~ - 


I 





» |00-^M 


TIIH CITIES BRANCH 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 



A source edrised on various dates between June and 
October, 1960, that the Twin Cities Branch ol the Socialist 
Workers Party (TCB-3WP) is an affiliate of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

A second source advised on Hovenber 28, 1960, that 
the TCB-SWP was fomed on August 21, 1955, through the aerging 
-of the Hlnneapolis and St. Paul Branches of the SWP. This ^ - 

aerger was affected with the approval and under the direction > 
of the National Office of the SYP. 

The aia and xmrpose of this branch is to isplenent ' 
on a local basis the purpose set forth in Article XI of the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the SWP adopted at the Foundation 
Convention in Chicago, Illinois, December 21, 1937, and . — 

January 1, 2, and 3, 1938; naaely, **to educate and organise 
the working class for the abolition of Capita liso and the os- 
tablishment of a worker's government to achieve Socialiso.'* « 



Currently, the TCB-SWP is fully organised and 
operates in headquarters located in Roon 240, at 704 Hennepin 
Avenue, Hlnneapolis, Minnesota. 

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) has been desig- 
nated by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 
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{ 
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COKMinSS TO SECUBZ 
JUSTICE FOe MQRTOI SQBBLL 




"Folloviftg the ezecQtioA of etoKic opiea Btbel »ad Julius - 
Roaenberg in June 1953, the 'Ca^vaiet c&JipalgA assumed a 
different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Horton 
Robell,* the Roseabergi* codefeadant. The Hatlonal CoBmlttee 
to Secure Justice ia the Rosenberg Case » a conmnnist front ~ 
vhich had been coaductiag the canpaiga in the United States - 
vas reconstituted as the btlonal Roseaberg-Bobell Committee 
at a-eoafereace ia Chicago la October 1953 and 'then as the 
Katioaal Committee to Secure Justice for Horton Sobell in the 
Rosenberg case*—^** 


("Guide to SubversiTe OrgaalEations and Publications" dated 
January 2| 1957, issued by the House Cooualttee oa Un-American 
Actiritles, page 60.) 

Ia September, 1954, the name "ftitlonal Coaalttee to Secure 
Justice for Horton Sobell" appeared on literature issued by the 
Committee, la Barch, 1955, the current aame, "Committee to 
Secure Justice for Horton Sobell," first appeared oa literature 
issued by the Committee. 


The 1959-1960 Borough of Haahattaa telej^ome directory lists the 
"Committee to Secure Justice tv Hortoa Sobell" as being located 
at 940 Broadway, Hew York, Hew York. ' , ~ ^ 





. UHITSD STATES DBPAETMEHT OP JU9TICS . : . 

- I PBDERAL BDRKAD OF irVSSTlGATIOl - " 

In Reply, Please Slaaeapolis, linAeseta • . 

Refer ts Tile - 

»o. 100-8894 August 21, 1961 ll. 


COUMITTES TO SECURE JUSTICE TOR 
■QRTOK 8<»ELL 


IHTERRAL SECURITY - C. 


All confidential Ij^ogiant^an^fio^ces referred to In 
the report of Special Ageal^m^^yHQ^^B^ dated and captioned 
as above at Minneapolis, Mlnnesota^hav^Tirnlshed reliable 
iafomation la the past. 

* _ - * j . 

This docunent contains neither reconneadations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and “ 

Is loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to bo 

distributed outside your agency. 



( 100 - 3878 ^ 3 ) 


9 / 15/61 




I 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, PHOENIX (100-4333) 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOBELL 

xs * c 

ISA OP 1950 


Re Phoenix letter to the Bureau dated 3/16/61. 



On 9/1/61 BBWBB and on and 

[advised 

lovm activities DyoroncTi^par^or the Sobell Coraaittee 
in Phoenix, Arizona, during the past six months. V97C^ tel 6 

On 8 / 3 l/ 6 l^||BI|^^^advl 8 ed SA^HBI^Uft that 
there has been no known activities on the part of the Sobell 
Committee in Tucson, Arizona, during the past six months. 

b-JC.. blD 


In view of the above, no report is being submitted 
and the Phoenix file is being placed In a pending Inactive 
status for the next six months. Close contact will be main- 
tained with confidential informants of the Phoenix Division 
so that future activities on the part of the Sobell Committee 
can be followed. 


2 - Bureau (RM) 

New York (IOO-IO71II) (RM) 
1 - Phoenix 

CWE/sft 
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CHICAGO SOBXZi. OOUf 
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Ott Aagtist 4, 1961^111 
r«llabl« lAforutlOB in tha pas 
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ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 
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CONSISTING OF PAGES 

^'^3 fiAS 

^ exempt from disclosure, in Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information vhich would disclose an tntelllg^^nce 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 




100-378835 


Nevj York, New York 
September 14, 1961 


Re: Committee to Secure Justice 

for Morton Sobell 
InterTial Security - C; 
Internal Security Act of 1950 


A characterization of the Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell is attached. 



NY 100-107111 (41) 
JAHimsb 1,.. , 

( 10 ) 






Coi::3iiccee to Secure JustXcti 
for Morton SobelL 
IncJem&l fiiccurity - C: 
InccrnAi Occur Xty Act of Iv30 

I 

4 

C0MP13(rTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR NORTON SOBELL 


"Pollov'^lng the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENBERG In June, 1953> the 'Cornimmlst campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon MORTON SOBELL,' tne R0SS1^EERGS' codefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case • 
a Communist front which had been coiiductlng the campaign in 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg- So'oell Committee at a conference in Chicago 
In October, 1953, snd 'then as the National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeil In the Rosenberg 
Case' . . . . " 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 155^, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeil’’ appeared on llteratm-e 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeil," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobeil" as being located at 9^10 Broadv/ay, New 
York, New York. 
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aiptcl ra cisrnRTD 


10 : MF.LCTQK, FLI (Ia0-37a335) 

FROM : SAC, NtW YORK (100-107111) 

suBjrcT: cwFMixrLL TO SECUF'. JUSTICE FOK MoriTo:: F?u;. LL 

ISA, l^ac 
(-;u: NY) 


LncloBecl l.ercvrit;. arc six copies of a 1: tte-rjicticl 
CiCi'^OT.andLni suitable for disscriinInv'lLion. vlucn C'.,>i::a.unri irCorrr.acion 


Btcurcc' by] 


fro?:: 


b7C, 


Tin Icttcriicci r '.■‘uormid'-an is ciaGsif ’Ccnri^l^i.ial 
cir.cc i»>i:oriaatiori co»K.''.^'r: ,.d tru.rcin i/ar; rc\‘:-v v'l iroc a 
ctHifi'J. ncicl infomant, c, a entiru-tin;; vaiui , i. :■ dice J.o tun 


of t‘,t\ i.v form at ion furnlr :cl '.'oulcl to 


infonnant ' r 




identity. Tnis vouid inpnir future effcctivcr.r. at , vi,icii in turn 
could seriously affect natictinl defense intcrerte of tills cout.try. 


Or»c copy of tlii.o Irttcriiond tnenorandu;- 
CO tlie Via si '.in;; ton Field Ofi-ice for inloi'ujn tion ■ . 
of t.e^; fact that inqulrier conecmnj; tijia in C • 
di.rc'”L' d to tne* V'acMnjtcn r.:.f Id cjffict i. t.;'. 
of t.' ■ dov errnent. 


r bcir j fum.in.'ic.d 
; ODCS ir, view 
L.lr>n r:iry 'u: 
cuCivc 


J - i J.JAU (ltd--).. j:)Clrcl. •-•)(;-M) 
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fizsECTOB, m (100-387835) 


St/15/51 


SAC« fORZLAKD (100-9004) 


COKKITTES TO SBCURK JUSnCB TOE KQRIOI 
SG6EI2. 

18 - C| ISA* 1950 


Portland, 


Ba report SA 


dated 3^5/81 h 


Since aobEulcalon of referenced report « no information 
indicating any activity whatsoever on the part of subject 
organisation in the PortlMtd area haa cMae to the attention 
of the Fortland Pivialoo* 

Jteliahle oonfidential security inforaanta have advlaed 
that they know of no activity by the cociaittee or its leader^ 
■ra. BOSE L£CP0U>« 

Zh view of the above* no report ia being subaitted 
at this tine. 


Bureau (RK) 

Bew York (100-107111) (BM) 
Portland 


VSBtM 

(4) 




New York, New York 
00-387835 September l8> 1961 


I 


Re: Committee to Secure Justice 
For Morton So bell 
Internal Security - C; 
Internal Security Act of 1950 


A characterization of the Coifuiiittee to Secure 
Juotice for Morton Sobeli Is attaciied. 



'i'iiie document contains neither recommendations 
nor concluaionG of the FBI. It iu the property 
of the FBI and is a loan to your agency. It 
and its contents are not to be dlntributed outside 
your agency. 






f'C: Coi uT;! I ..cc to .‘ec>:i'C J’.'tUlco 
Ter ;;. ri.c.'n .obeJJ 
IntCMiuJ Cecuril., - C; 
f liitCDiai 'fcuritv ‘tl cf 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR yiORTON SODELL 

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENEERC In June, 1953^ the 'ComiminJst campaign 
assnn.ed a different emphasis, its major effort centered 
upon KORTON SOBELL/ tne ROSErCERGS' codefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - 
a Communist fi'ont v/hlch had been coijductlng the campaign in 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago 
in October, 1953 ^ snd 'tlien ns the National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell In the Rosenberg 
Case' . . . . " 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January ?., 1957 i Issued by tlie House Committee on Un- 
American /iCtivlties, page 60.) 

In September, 195^ j the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell'' appeared on llteratui-e 
issued by tne Committee. In March, 1955? the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell" as being located at 9^!0 3roadv;ay, Nev; 

York, Nev; York. 


c# 


9/18/51 


AXmL 


REOISTBRED MAIL 


TOl LXRECTOR^ FBI (100*387839) 

FRONt SAG, KEV YORK (100*107111) 


FUBJECTt COMKrTTEB TO SSCURjt JOSTZCB FOR 
MORTON SOBELL 
^-C| ISA OF 1990 
(OOl HY) 




Snelofted herewith are six copies of a letterhead 
Reriox*andua sul^a^ for dltrcjjlnatiot^iMc^^ontaina infemation 
secured 

Thla letterhead nertorandun la classified 
"Confyi^tlal’* since the Information contained therein was 
securoeaxma confidential iofcimant of eontlnuins value 
and the disclosure of the information furnished therein 
would tend to reveal the Informant *s identity* 7:ils disclosure 
would i7<palr the future effectivenese of the Informant which 
In turn could seriously effect the national defense interests 
of the country* 


One cc^y of this letterhead neoorandun is being 
furnished to the Waahinston Field Office for Infornation 
purposes in view of the fact that innulries ooncem^lng this 
information may be directed to the Vaahington Field Office by 
the Executive Branch of the Coverrment and in order that they 
nif^t alert appropriate confidential infomants and sources 
concerning the presence in Washington^ !>• C* of members of 
the Ccnnlttce to Secure Justice itr Morton Sobell« 


3 - Bureau (100-337335) (Ends. 6) (RM) 

1 - Vanhlnrton Field ? 100-2-^71 (lK?0) 


« ' ^ ir 1 , ^ 




Supervisor #41 
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FILE # 


ROSKNBKRG/ SOBSLL COHMITTEPf 


SERIAL 




DATE 


CONSISTING OF 
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Is exempt from dlsclos^ire, in Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number MBi. 
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New York. New Yoric 
September 22 , I 96 I 

t 

« 

Bureau flOO-3B7b3!5 


Re: Committee to Secure Justice 

Poi- Morton S jbell 
Internal Security - C 
Internal Security Act of 19u0 


A chai-’acterization of the Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell and for the E-mergency Civil 
Liberties Committee is attached hereto. 



KC : 


Cenmittec to Sccuie Justice 
Poi- M.itoii Sobcll 
l!itein-al Security - C 
,I;.tcri:al Security Act o; 


COmiTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON S OBELL 


"Follovvliis the execution of atomic spies ETHEL 
and JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953j the ■ Comnninlst campaign 
assi!n;ed a different emphasis. Its majoi’ effort centered 
upon ('"ORTON SObELL, ' tne ROSENEERGS' codefendsnt. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - 
a Communist fi-ont v^hlch had been conducting the campaign in 
the United States - v.'as reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference lii Chicago 
in October, 'then as the National Cori«rrlctee 

to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeli in the Rosenberg 
Case 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications' 
dated January 2, 1?97, Issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page oO.) 

In September, 195^* the name ''National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeli" appeared on literatur-e 
issued by the Committee. In March, 1935> the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobeli," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

The 1950-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the ''Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobeli ' as being located at 3roadv;ay, New 
York, Nevf York. 


Rc: CuriUTiittce to Secure Justice 
Poi* M x toD Sotell 
Internal Sccui'lty - C 
Inteinal Secui-it.-/ Act of 

I 

EnRHGElJCY CIVIL LIlnRTI.YS COMiinTES 


The "Guide to Gutvensive OrsanisE-tior-s and 
Publications j " revised aijd published as of Ja'vuary 2, 1937> 
prepared and released by the cemmiotee cn Un-American 
Activities, United States Reuse of Representatives, 
V.'ashlngtor, D.C., contains the follov/ing concerning the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Co^im.iittee : 


"Emercency Civil Liberties Co.nmittse 


11 


1 . 


'To defend the cases cf Comr.unist 
lavAorcakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf cf 
civil li sorties and reaching out far 
bcyor.d the co .fines of the Ccinnunist 
Party Itsoir, .Ameng these organisations 
are the -• * .Etaergancy Civil Liberties 
Committee, klaon tha Communist Party 
Itsoli is under fire these i'ronto offer a 
bulu'ark of protection.' 


(internal Security SuVco:n.mittee of tl)e 
Senate Judiciary Coir-mlttee, Ilandbock 

.. Doc. 117, April 23, 


for Americans 


c 


5o, p. 9j.. ) 
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AIRTEL 


PLAIK TEXT 


9/22/61 


REGISTERED MAIL 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-IO 7 III) 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - C; 

ISA, 1990 
(00: IIY) 



Enclosed hei>ewith are 6 copies of a letterhead 
nemoraiiQum suitable for dissemin ation whlclj^co^italr^ 
I nfornvibl or: secured ^HflHM^HB^rom 

^2— 

This lettei’hoad meinoraiidun is clacsificd 
lal ' since tlie information contained thcieir: 

•J from a confidential informant of 
value and the disclosure of the inforniatlon 
therein would tend to l eveal the liifoi-mant ' s 
Tills dlscloGu:*e would Impair the future 
ess of the informant vrhlch In turn would 
effect the national defense irterestc of the 


Con 

was ^ocui'C 
continuing 
furnished 
Identity . 
effective)! 
seriously 
countiy . 


3 - Bureou (10 0- ) (Ends. 6)(RM) 

F( Inv) (4l At 

- 'J..W V.,.)-,. (iwo-ioaii)(4i) 

1 - Supervisor (41) 

PHS:rvs , ^ 

sil.v:: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALAANY 


c or omigin 

MOi YDStK 


DATS I MVCSTIGATIVC WtlOO 

9/22/6i 9/18/61 


TITLE OF CASE 


OOHKITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
PCffi MORTON SOBQJ. 



CHARACTEJ) OF CASE 

IS-C 
ISA 1950 


REFERENCE: 

✓ 

Report of SA||^| 

dated 3/22/61. 



INFORMANTS: 


Identity of 

File Where 

Source 

located 


this report 


100-13260-375 


srcciAi. Aoorr 
IN CHANOC 


6-Bureau (100-367B35) CBM) 
l-G-2, New York (RM) 
l-ONI, New York (RM) 

1-OSl, Rome, N.Y, (RM) 
Q^ew York (100-107111) (RM) 
T-Albany (100-13260) 


OltMNlmitlon R#cor4 ml AttodiG^ Ripsif 


DO NOT wmrre in spa 


SEARCHED _ 
CCniAlIZCD 


JNCrXED 




IATZ AGEWCIBS 
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AL 100-13260 


Idetftltv of Source 


T-3 .(cootLnued) 


File Where Located 
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cuse Sobell ComnittBB 

A 


Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed end T synd>ols were utilised in the report only in 
those instances where Che identities of the sources oust be 
concealed. 

This report j^^j^ssjfle^^ ^^f i i ssS ta l” because 
the data reported reasonably 

result in the identification o^^^onfldential infortoant 

of continuing value and cocnpromise his future effectiveness. 

# 

LEAD! 

AUBANY DIVISION 


AT SYRACUSE. HEW YORK 

Will follow and report tiie activities of captioned 
organisation and of Syracuse Sobell Conaittee. 

B* 

COVER PAGE 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



FUN too .387835 

IMr. 


COMl<IirrEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON 80 BELL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 

S> lPprfii 


InformaDts advise LIIXIAN REINER, 1009 Ctmberland Aveoue, 
Syracuse, N.Y. Is the chairman of the Syracuse Sobell 
Connittee, an affiliate of the sublect organization* 


t *jc/ 





DETAILS; 


PREFACE 


On Septeober 18, 1960, Confidential Informant 

[advised that the Syracuse Sobell Cooxnlttee is still 

an affiliate of the National Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton 'Sobell. 

lOTRUTE asekchS’ 

ADVISED 

SLl? (S) 0? 

nATE Cl/2onl 






This documant eoAtotna salthar racommandailoas oor cooclualoos of tho FBI. It la tha ^oparti of tha FBI oud la loonad to 
fottf agancy; It ond tta eontania ara ooi to ba dlstrlbuiad ouUida your agaoey. 



AL 100-13260 


f KATIONAL COMKITTEE TO SECURE 

JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 

' "Following the execution of Atomic spies 

ETHEL and JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953, the ’Coaxnunist 
campaign assumed a different emphasis* Its foajor effort 
centered upon MORTON SOBELL,* the ROSENBERGS* co-defendant. 

The National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg 
case— a Communist front which had been conducting the 
campaign in the United States— —was reconstituted as the 
National Rosenberg-Sobell Cosxnlttee at a conference is 
Chicago In October, 1953, and 'then as the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the 
Rosenberg Case.' (The 'Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,' dated January 2, 1957, issued bv the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, page 60.)" 

In September, 1954, the name National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell appeared on the literature 
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, the new name 
"Committee to Secure .lustlce for Morton Sobell" first appeared 
on literature issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan Telephone 
' directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell" as being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York, 


SYRACUSE SOBELL CCMHITEE 


On July 1^ 




furnished Information 
.1 Committee was affiliated 


~that shoved that the Syracuse Sobe 
with the .Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, 
940 Broadway, New York 10, New York and that the Syracuse 
Sobell Committee had been formed for five years. 


A confidential source advised on March 1, 1961 
that the Syracuse Sobell Committee is still in existence. 
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AL 100-I3260 


Od Septeober 16, 1960 the source advised tbat 
LILLIAN REINER, 1009 Cumberland Avenue, Syracuse, New York, 
was chairman of the Syracuse Sobell Committee and on the 
same date stated that JANE ANDERSON was the Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Syracuse Sobell Committee* 

Another confidential source advised that as of 
Narch 11, 1951, LILLIAN REINER was not tcnown as a Communist 
Party lae^er, but as chairman of the American Labor Party 
at Syracuse, New York, worked closely with ComcnuDlst Party 
members. 


See Appendix for the charecterlxatlon of the 
American Labor Party* 

Another confidential source advised on Septeoher 23, 
1959, that JANE ANDERSON was a current member of the Communist 
Party at Syracuse, New Yrk. 
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and other books) was the main speaker. The informant stated 
that SUHL spoke on his trip abroad through countries behind 
the Iron curtain. He stated that he found these countries Is 
the process of building and getting stronger and stated that 
if they were left alone and peace pervalls they will achieve 
their goal of workers', democracy. He stated that everywhere 
he went he found a strong desire for peace from the workers. 
Intellectuals and government officials. He described the 
farm communes , the theatres, the factories with full 
libraries and club rooms which they never had before. 

SUHL speaking on the Sobell case expressed optimism 
that the Kennedy administration la willing to listen and meet 
%dth top Sobell council members. He stated that the final 
push was on and that letters to President KENNEDY by top; 
people. In professions and clergy are essential. He also stated 
that money was needed. 



Ctrl on was 




taken 
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dvlaed on 




was a member of the CP 
at Syracuse, New York, as of that date. 
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Confidential Informan 
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The S; 
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advised od 


was a meoober of the CP 

at Syracuse 9 New York 


■ •-.. ITT 


advised on 


that ^fift T CDSotT was a member of the CP 
at Syracuse, New York, as of that date and 
was a charter member of the CP in the Syracuse 
ea 








This informant furglshe^aiAstffljtlallj^tii^same 
Informatfoo as set out 
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AMERICAN lABOR PART? 


"For years > the Communis ts have put forth the 
greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party 
throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn Sections of the American Labor Party, 
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win 
control." (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 19^4, p, 78.) 

"Cotnmunist dissimulation extends into the field 
of political parties foroilng political front organizations 
such as the American Labor Party. The Communists are 
thus enabled to present their candidates for elective office 
under other than a straight Communist label." (internal 
Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
Handbook for Americans, S. Doc. 117# April 23# 1956# p. 91.) 

On October 7# 1956# PPTTER HAWLEf, New York 
State Chairman# American Labor Party, publicly announced the 
American Labor Party state connittee unanimously approved a 
resolution dissolving the organization and ordering the 
liquidation of its assets. 
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/IMnjr* ifo» York 



Title 

cORyirrsT to SEOBti! 
jsrriCK rOR KORTOS SCBSU# 


Character 

Reference 


x-rr^iRfiAL r-i'cur-'.rY • cj 

ISTi31?iAL ACT 19^ 



kftport of 5A 

6«tod 9/22/61 at 

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


WC, 


Thl« document contolna neither re&ommendationa nor concluelona o 
ot the FBI ond ia loaned to your agency; 11 ond its conlente ore not 
your agency. 


the FBI. It is the property 
to be distributed outside 


9/22/61 


P1R£CT0R« FBI (100^337835) 


SAC, WTO (100-25474) 


COimiTrEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS-C; ISA OF 1950 
(00; NY) 


Rerep of SA 

NYalrtel dated 9/18/61. 


dated 3/23/61, and 


Since the period covered by rerep , no activity has 
been engaged in by the Washington Comaitteu to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell (WCSJUS) . 


On 9/15/6 reported that the local organi- 
zation is still affiliated with the Comnittoe to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell in New York, but that there has been no local 
activity since the zeeti ng at the Shoreha a Hotel. Washington 
D.C., in November, 1960. 






The Informant knew 
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2-Bureau 

(^■iNow York (100-107111) (RM) 
1-WFO 
CiXi:Dan 
(5) 


WFQ 100-25474 


by 


la vlev of the fact that there has boea no activity 
the local Committee since the date of last report, WFO is 


not submitting a report in this matter* 


Beforenced KYairtel requested VFO to alert appropriate 
confidential informants and sources concerning the fact that 
members of the Committee to Secure Justice for Uorton Sobell 
mould Le in Vashington, D.C* Appropriate informants and sources 
have been alerted and any Information developed will be promptly 
furnished the Bureau and New York. 

In the event that a local Comaittee Is organized or 
information is developed indicating that there is organizational 
activity on a local level In Washington, D.C., this case vill bo 
reopened and Bureau and Mev York mill be advised. 



100-107111 


FILE # 


SUBJECT 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL DATE 

CONSISTING OF V PAGES 

exempt from disclosure, tn Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information vhlch vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 



. Hew York, Hew York 

I100-J87835 . . ' . Bopteabov 26,1961 


Committee to Socoro Justice 
ior Horton Sobell 
■ latcmaX Soourity • C 
.. .,..f^.JntfirnAl.£6ourity Act of 1^0 


A cliOracLerizotion of tho Coomictoc to ioci-rc 
Justice £or Horton Sobcll (CSJHS) is sttcchod l:crcuo. 



COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


"Following the execution of atomic spies 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in June 1953* the ‘Communist 
campaign assumed a different emphasis. Its major 
effort centered upon Morton Sobell, ' the Rosenbergs* 
codefendant. The Netlonal Committee to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg case - a communist front which had been 
conducting the campaign in the United States - v/as 
reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Scbell Committee 
at a conference in Chicago in October 1953 and ‘then as 
the National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell in the Rosenberg case* 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2; 1957 > issued by the House CoiTimittee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955 # the cur25ent name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, " first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Committee. 

/9^o ■ 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhactan telephone 
directory lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell" as being located at 9^0 Broadway, Nev/ York, New 
York. 


i 
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TO: DI.XCTO:\, FBI (I00-3a7a35) 

F?5DM; :&\C, tEW YORK (100-107111) (41) 

SUBJECT: CCi-MITTFX TO SECIHE JUSTICE 
rC"l SOELXL 

IS - C; ISA of 1350 
(UO: «Y) 



coafld^ntlcl source, of contlrj'jiii^ value, nnd t;!»e i^icclosure 
o£ tix‘ In.-otvvition lurniri^oi uvci'cin youlJ ter.- i::. rc\>ciiL the 
Infoccar.t’ a identity, Tiilc dioclosjrc wojIu iJ-iiX*.!..* too future 
cffccUivcrxoss of Uiw. iufo.vjint, which in tu.-.i ccriousLy 

effect tlie ;iatioiiai dofonco intercuts of tlu.- cc;ir.i-; ry . 


3 - EU.EAU (10C-33733S)CEncl, 0) ( I'-I) 

1 - CIlMlUi/rXE (100-3357) (Enel, t) (Info) (J?:^l) 

(Enel, l)(Info)(R10 
(Inv)(41) 
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- Fei -'-NEW YORK 
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SAC, Phoenix (100-4333) 


Scpteobcr 22 , 1961 


■1 . 

r Director, FBI (100-387835) 


COlWITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MOirrON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


RePXlet 9-15-61 • 

Relct and Phoenix letter to Bureau dated 3-16-61 
Indicate that captioned committee has not been active in the 
Phoenix territory during the past year. In view of this, the 
status of relet is being changed to RUC. This action vill 
ellnlnatc the semiannual report; however, will not relieve 
Phoenix of the responsibility of following any future activity 
by this committee should such occur. In the event future 
activity takes place, Phoenix should immediately advise the 
Bureau and New York, office of origin, and re institute reports 
in accordance with existing Instructions. 

New York (100-107111) 
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FILE t 


SUBJECT 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL HS'SC 

DATE 

CONSISTING OF V 

PAGES 


exempt from disclosure, lr> its entirety, 
under (b)(1) es It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 8BP. 





Bfe« Yonek^ Btew Tork 
100-307635 October 2* IHI 


lit Coenittee to Sectrre J\ 
for Mortoo SobcXI 
laCirnil Security • C 
Intenuil Security Act of 1950 


A eberacterisatloa of the CoGnltcee to Secure 
lUitice for Hortixt Sobeii (CSJHS) le cttacbed beieto* 




This doeuneot eontaias neither recooacnde- 
tione nor cone lue loos of the FBI. It la the 
property of the FBI and la loaned to your 
CGCney; it and its coateota are not to be 
dlatributcd outaide your Cfeocy. 
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8«: CoBooittM to Seeisro JUotleo 
Hot Mortoo SoteUL 
Intornot Security • C 
Zntemel Security Act of 1950 


. CocDolttee to Secure Jtietioe 
for Morton Sobell 



*'rolIotflns eaecutioB of the etoole epiee Ethel 
ead Julius Eoeenberg la Jme» 1953> the 'Comaunist ceapaign 
sssvBiBd e different emphasis* Its aajor effort centered upon 
Hortoa Sobell«* the .Rosenborgs* codefeodant* The l^tlonel 
Cooniitcee to Secure Justice la the Eosenberg case • e Coomunist 
. froat %itilch had beea cooductlog the csepalga la tlie United 
• States • wae reconstituted as tha Hetional RDsenberg-Sobcll 
CoBsictee at a conference la CSiicago In October, 1953, and . 
*thea aa the national Cocmitteo to Secure Justin for Hortoa 
Sobell la the Rosenberg case* 

C^hiide to Subversive Organixatloos and Publicetloaa" 
dated January 2, 1957, issued by the Rouse Cccraittee on Uo- 
Aosrleaa ActivltiSB, psge &0*) 

In Septeiaber, 1954, the name **!lsti«3al Cotxoittee to 
. Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared oo literature issued 

^ the Conaittee* la March, 1955, the current nsrae, ’'Coonittee 

to Secure Justice for Hortoa Sobell,** first scared on 
literature issued by the Cooaittee* 



The 1950*1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Cooxoittee to Secure Juscice for Hortoa Sobell" ae 


being located at 940 Broadvjay, tiov York, 
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DIHECrOR, FBI (100-3S7S35) 
SAC,ISW YORK (100-1071U> 


SUBJECTt CCMOITEB TO SECUHS JUSTICE 
FOB MO^OH SOGEU. 

IS - C; ISA of 1950 
(OOi W) 


BoeloseJ herewith are 6 copies of s letterhead 
taeooTBadxxn, sui table fo r diaso oinatlCTi. which conta ins inforos 
tlon secured on 



This lecterhesd laeporandua is clsseiried Conf 
since the infonaatioa coatslood therein was secured froa s 
confidential source^ of cootinuins value, and the disclosure 
of the infonaatioo fumisliod therein would tend to reveal the 
ln£omant*s identity* This disclosure would Ispair tbs future 
effectiveness of the infomsnt, which in turn would seriously 
effect the national defense interests of the country* 

5 • BUREAU (100- 387835) (Enel. 6)(^ 

l-^ra^a^^938)CEncl, l)(lnfb)(3M) — 

(lnv)(4l)^/ ^ 


Ir^iDfd (Mt) 

v) 

^ ( 


Sdsrchcd — — 


l.iaixcd. 







SAC, CHICAGO (100-25530) 


W7 O 


aiiCAGo S03ELL co:,:?>:iTTEr 
IS - c 


Septexaber 23, 1961 

( 


On Septecber 12, ^ho has 

furnished reliable information in the past, provided 

Jpritten report containin" the 
bank account of 

the caotioned organisation for the month of Aurjust, 

1061. 

This account is maintained at the Amalgamated 
Trust and Savings DanI:, 111 South Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

It should be noted that the infornation 
furnished by this source is no longer in his 
possession. T?hen using the information appeorin;^ on 
the bank statement for the day to day activities of* 
this account, a statement should be nade in the detailr: 
of the report that this information is not to be maJe 
public vitho^^th^^^smyTc^^^^^subpocua duces tecur. 

or 

Information cooceruin^ui^Ciiuck^ur^u against this 
account should bo explained with the statement that 
tl:i5 information is no longer in t;>e possession of , 

tiic source and no record is naintained by ti\e bank. b'71> 

The report is filed in 

The report, as it relates to tiir; captioned 
organization, is set forth as follows: 


1 - Hew York (100- 


2 - Chicn 


) (Committee to Secure Justice 
for MO^.TO'.i 50?ELJ..> .>(aj;0 



OG 100-25530 - . . ; 


Date 


Cheeks 


Deposits 

Balance 






$514.21 ' - 

2 .. 




$ 32.00 

546.21 

' ■ -■ -..2 




572.21 

1118.42 

7 ■ - 

1 27.30 

$500.00 



591.12 _ 

. ■ • 9 

30.00 




561,12 

15 




61.00 

621.12 - 
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37.00 

659.12 — : - 

Asount 

Payee 



Cleared Through 


$500»00 Coral ttee~to Secure Corn Ezchnnge - flTev Tbrk 

Justice for MOHTON SOBELL 



' «ri I >■ 

‘U 263 (I*. 


# ' % 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

SEATTLE 


TITLE OF CASE 
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C0MMiT5:EE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 




DATE 

SEP 2 0 i:3’. 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

9 / 11/61 - 9 / 18/61 f 




REPORT made: by 

sa| 

CHARAaER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


TYPED BY 

krd 


REFERENCE: Report of SAl 

STATUS: -P*- 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Seattle j 3/31/61, 

W,*7Cx 


Careful consideration has been given to each source con- 
cealed, and "T" symbols were utilized only In the Instances where 
the Identity of sources must be so concealed. 


herein by 
Informant 
of. 




eport Is classified CONP^WTIAL since data reported 

could reasonab].y result^n the identification of an 

ontlnulng value and Jeopardize the effectiveness there- 


Informants utilized In the characterization of the local 
adjunct to the subject organization were: 


his> 
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1 - BIO, 13 th ND, Seattle (REGT 
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SEATTLE DIVISIOK 
At Seattle, Vaahlngton 

Will oontlnut to follow and report the aetivltleB 
of local branch of subject organization. 
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1 - DIO, 13 th SD, Seattle (RSO) 
1 - OSI, KoChord AFB (RSO). 
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SEP 2 & iiiji 

100-22197 


Office Seattle, washingtoii 


Bmm* Flit Noj 100-3^7^33 


COIOfITTES TO SSCURB JUSTICS 
FOR MORTOV SGBSLL 


IRTERNAL SBCURITT - 0 
XFTRHMAL SECURITT ACT OF 1930 


Seattle Sobell conaittee haa no present ohairBan, 
and Ite treasury s hows a balanoe of il.AQ as of 
9/11/61 





. fe • 


PlTAILSl 


SSATTLB. VASHDIOTO 


[Cie 
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BC3r 


See Appendix for oharaoterisatloii 
of sttbjeot orsanlsation. 




X. cypiflsM 


^ ^e Seattle Sobell Oommittee, as of 
LSept ember 6 , 196 I, Is still without a ohalrman* The 
seoretary, OAROLINB OAMAFAX, Appears .to be tbc-bt^tlTatlBS 
foroo in the looal oossslttee aotlvltles* 


Soureei 


hlO 


^ CABOLXBB CAHA7AX was a member of tho 

White Center Cosmunlst party Olub, 

Seattle, as of June, 1961 . 
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II. LOCATION . ■ - 

' ' ' - V- -f- - • 

Seattle Sobell Conmlttee has no formal address J 


Source: 




. . III. FUNDS ' _ \ - 

The account of the Seattle Sobell Cotnmlttee main- 
tained vlth the Seattle Trust and Savings Bank In Seattle^ as 
of September 11, 196l> had a balance of $1.49* The account 
showed no activity since the last statement made on August 18, 
1961. 

Source: SE T-3 on 9/11/61 


^e above Information Is not to be 
e Issuance of a subpoena directed to 
[Seattle Trust and Savings Bank, Seattle 


bile except 


IV. ACTIVITIES 
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HART OIBSON Is not a member of either the 
Communist Party or the Socialist Yorkers 
party. However, she has for years attended 
affairs sponsored by these organizations. 

She Is also openly associated with persons 
known to the source as active In these 
organizations. She Is sympathetic with many 
of the alms of these groups under the guise 
of being a liberal. 


Source: 


•V ^ -f.' 
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APPENDIX 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 

I ’’Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and f 
JULIUJ ROSENBERG in June, 1953> the 'Communist campaign assumed! 
a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon MORTON ' 
SOBELL, ' the ROSENBERGS’ codefendant. The National Committee 
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - a Communist front which 
had been conducting the campaign in the United States - was 
reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a 
conference in Chicago in October, 1953> and 'then as the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Norton Sobell in the Rosenberg 
case' ..." 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957> issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^# the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature issued 
by the Committee. In March, 1955.t the current name, "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on litera- 
ture issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell as-being 
located at 9^0 Broadway, New York, New York. 

A source advised that the Seattle Sobell Committee was 
formed during April, 1959» by an organizer of the Sobell Committee 
from Los Angeles. JODY HEATLIE, a member of the Socialist Workers 
Party in Seattle, was named Chairman, and CAROLINE CANAPAX was 
named Secretary. 

The Socialist Workers Party and the Communist 
Party have been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Execu- 
tive Order 104^0. 


A second source advised that CAROLINE CANAPAX was a 
member of the Communist Party in April, I961, in Seattle. 



This same source advised that this Committee's purpose 
since Its inception has been to raise funds and obtain public 
support for the release of MORTON SOBELL from prison. 
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Reference Report of Vie 

dated and captioned as above, 
at Seattle, Washington 


All sources (except any listed below) used In referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


this document contains neither recommendations nor oonoluslcns 
the FBI, It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agenoyj It and its contents are not to.be distributed outside 
youi* agency. 
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Reference 


Report of 

at PhlladelpHIiT 



dated 2^8/Sl 



Vlll follow end report aetiwltlea of the phlla- 
L- delphla Sobell CODBulttee, local affiliate of eaptloned 
organisation* 
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AdmlnlBtiratlve Data 




Caraful consideration haa been given to each eouroa 
concealed and T symbols vere utilized only where identities 
aiuat be concealed. 

“ - This report 

furnished b 

could reasonably restut in~the identification o 
ivEs of contimiing value and conprotaise the future 
effectiveness thereof, " 

Copies of this report are being designated for 
~0-2,— ONI and OSI for information, 

No information has been developed that the Phils- 

ntalns a bank accoiint In Philadelphia 


IVe l-a eHl ■ I 


onaiiy, rne agent who 


any reviews panic accounts in the Philadelphia Division 
has been alerted for information indicating that subject 
organization slight suintain an account through the review 
of the records of other bank accounts. 
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- COIWITTEB TO SECURE 
FOR MORTOM SOBELL 


oii^hlladelphla, Pennsylvania 

Sere^Flle#. 100-387035 

JUSTICE 




lETERHAL SECURITY - C; 
IHTERKAL SECURITY ACT OP 195© 


Philadelphia Soball Cooniittee utilizes residence of 
PEARL CHERTOV, 2708 West Sterner Street and/or residence 
of JEAN PRARTJIS, 2^9 South Helvllle Street, both 

sponsored neetings 

sponsored by organization held in May and Jxine I 96 I, and featured 
HELEN SOBELL and TED (JACOBS), respectively, as speakers. Activit: 
of PSC during euaraer 1961 , confined nortly to Bailing literature 
received frc» Rational office. Connections with CPEPD and Shelem 
Alelchem Club included. v<i-. 

- p» - 


Details: All addresses mentioned in this report are located in 

Philadelphia, Pa., unless otherwise indicated. 


Committee To Secure Justice For Horton Sobell (CSJMS) 
la characterized in the appendix section of thia report.. 



ThJB docuAAat coAlatna nalthar racooABisdotiosim not coeelBglaAs ol Ih# TBl. R im th* property of ihm FBI nd ia loooBd to . 
yoor aqmncrt R lia ooatMita ar« eot to bo dlotribotod ootaido yeor agooey* 
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PHILADELPHIA SOBELL COMMITTEE (P3C) 


•? . r 


X' 


' ' A characterization of the PSC la set ont in the 
appendix section of this report. 

Headquarters 

^^i adYised on (felHBHHIMft* that the PSC does 
not laalntain a- regular- headquarters but utilizes the residences 
of PEARL CHERTOV, 2708 West Sterner Street, and/or JEAH PRANTJIS, 
249 South Melv ille Street, a s Its he adquar ters 






advised that PEARL 

CHERTOV as of -this date was organizer of- the 


Philadelphia Branch, Socialist Workers Party (SVP). 

The SVP has been designated by the Attorney Oeneral 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450. 

that as of this 

date JEAN PRANTJISwa^anactlve member of the 
Southwest Club, Communist Party of Eastern Pennsylvania 
and Delaware (CPEPD). 


■3^^' 




Officers 

advised the PSC currently' 
has no formal organization as suen. Informant added that as of 
several months ago the following were officers of the PSC: 


3 ?^ 


Chairman 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


PEARL CHERTOV 
HARRIET PAHEY 
SARAH EPSTEIH 












” 


HARRIET FAHEY 






SARAH E^STEIH 

Unadvised on HMMBBI SARAH EPSTEIN 

wasT^ember of Lodge lb9 of the International Workers 
"Order (IWO) ln l953." 




The IWO has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


BEATRICE GRAUMAN 

PH.T-6 has advised that BEATRICE GRAUMAH was a member 
- - - ^of the Communist Party (CP) In Washington, O.C.* from 

1943 to 1948. In 1947 1948 the Informant was 

affiliated with what was known as the "Housewives Club" 

of the CP in Washington, D.C. PH T-^ advised that one 

of the members of this club was BEATRICE GRAUMAN. 


ROSE HAMLIN 


On Janxjary I 6 , 1949# end on April 17, 1952, PH T-7 
advised that ROSE MAMLIN became a member of Lodge 496 , 
Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order (JPFO) of the IWO In 
March 194? And was a member of this lodge as of 
April 1952 . 



The JPFO of the IWO has been designated by the 
. Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
, Executive Order 10450. 
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HEHRIETTA OS TROY 





LILLIAW HILUtAH 


th CD Cl 
SADIE TIER- 


CPEPD 


advised thst 

was s aenber of 


advised thst 

SADIE TIER was s member of one of the two 
Osk Lane clubs of the Oermantown Section, CPEPD, 



General Activities 

HHH9H[ advised on pebruary'S# I961, that the PSC ' 
sponsore^atherter group party on Janviary 27 » 1961* at a saall 
theater, name unknown, on Delancey Street In center city Phila- 
delphia. The play was entitled "The Prodigal" and was a 
legltljnate theater play. Approximately forty persons attended 
the play on behalf of the PSC and the admission charge was 
$2.00 per person. Informant advised that there were no 
announcements and no collection was made by the PSC of those 
In attendance. , - - . 

'a, 

■ ' advised on February 1, 196I, that he attended 

a theater group p^rtj^oonsored by PSC In Philadelphia on 
January 27# 1961. ^Hn^umlshe^jUi^a,^A22l^allj the same in- 
formation regardln^TiiT^affalr as 









jr- 
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advised that he received 

an invitation to a meecing sponsored by the PSC and scheduled 
for the evening of May 31* 196 I, at 1002 66th Avenue. 

According to the Invitation, Mrs. HELEN SOBELL and Rabbi 
SAMUEL H. BERKOWITZ would be the featured speakers. This 
Item described Rabbi BERKOWITZ as "one of the nine signers 
of the educators* appeal circulated to colleges and universities 
In the Greater Philadelphia area." 


>7^ 



lentiriec 

(HELEN SOBELL] as a member of the Education and 
Literature Committee of the CP In Washington, D.C., 
as of Pebiruary 1, 1944. , 




On June 8, I961 reported that the PSC 

sponsored a meeting at lOO^ootk^Tvenue, on May 13* I 96 I. 
Approximately fifty to fifty-five persons attended and paid 
an adBlssion fee of $1.00. The first speaker was Rabbi 
SAMUEL BERKOWITZ, who Stated that he and other rabbis felt 
that the conviction of MORTON SOBELL was a miscarriage of 
Justice. The next speaker, HELEN SOBELL, gave a resume of 
the MORTON SOBELL case and stated that the CSJMS was 
attempting to- secure executive clemency for her husband who 
has DOW served one -third of his thirty year sentence. 





^ ■ ■■ ■ j ' 


’.-iJ .v-;- • 






advised that the PSC 

sponsored a meeting on June 24, 19bl* at a private residence, 
specific address unknown. In the Elkins Terrace section, a 
suburb of Haddonfleld, N.J. The Informant stated that this 
meeting was arranged by JEAN FRANTJIS and was supposed to have 
featured HELEN SOBELL as guest. However, because of other 
commitments Mrs. SOBELL was unable to attend and the Informant 
advised that a representative of the CSJMS from New York named 
TED (JACOBS) appeared In her place. The informant advised 
that TED gave the background of the MORTON SOBELL case for 
the benefit of those who were not familiar with it, TED stated 
that during the hysteria of the 1950a, when the administration 
^ . was seeking the lives of JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG, SOBELL *.nv 
was -brought to trial , He alleged that SOBELL was kidnapped 
■ ■*. from Mexico while vacationing there, beaten and brou^t back' ’• 
to America illegally and by force. He stated that SOBELL was 
convicted because of the hysteria and through false statements. 
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TED also remarked that many eminent per8on8> including 
attorneys and ministers, have signed statements attesting 
to SOBELL’8 Innocence and seeking his release. H© further”" 
stated that the present status of the case Is that there la 
a petition for executive clemency which for the first time 
is being considered by the U.S. Department of Justice. 


advi sed that 
Lttended th1-R affwl' 


persons 





r-',-;-. ; Vr^>v..s ..y. . 




advised on that 

riLLIAH WOLF was an "old party hack" wh o was 
active In the Youth Movement of the CP^ 


.. *;r 






^70 






advised on August 25, 196l> that dturing the 
summer months or 1961 , the PSC has been relatively Inactive. 
Heatings of d^he group are n ot held -with any de gree. 
regularl 





Connections With Other Organizations 


CPEPD 
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Philadelphia Jewish Ctiltiiral Clubs 


[|21S[*f] 




The Sholea Alalchem Club (SAC) which Is affiliated 
with the PJCC Is characterized In the appendix section of this 
report. 

furnished Januaz*7 

1961 issue of "Sholem Aleichem News," a publication of the SAC, 
Page four, coluam two of this issue sets forth information 
that ANNE ZUCKER, 3^5 Glen Echo Road, has tickets for the 
presentation of "The Prodigal* and mentions that proceeds 
from the sale of these tickets will go to the FSC. 






advised that ANNE “7 
ZOCKER was, as of August 5 , 1959 * • member of; 
-one of the CP Clubs in the Germantown section. 
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I96I 

Issue of t^^^^^Sie^Als^ne^Tews , " Pegs six, coluian ono 
of this Issue contains a copy of a letter fro* BESS KATZ, 
chairman of the SAC, addressed to the President, Washington, 
D.C,, under date of April 3 , I96I, asking for the eoaaautatlon 
of the sentence of HORTOH SOEELL. 




On July 5 , 19^8^ PH T-19 advised that BESS KATZ 
as of this date was a member of the Mother Bloor 
West Club, CPEPD. 




(• APPERDU 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE rJSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 





'"V ■ "Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel and 
Julius Rosenberg in June, 1953# ‘Communist campaign assumed a 

different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Morton Sobell, * 
the Ros enter gs ’ codefendant. The National Committee to Secvire 
Justice in the Rosenberg case - a Communist front which had been - - 

conducting the campaign in the United States - was reconstituted as 
the Rational RosenbergrSobell Committee at a conference in Chicago 
in October, 1953» 'then as the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case' • ♦ , , ** 


- ’ ” " ■ ("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 

dated January 2, 1957* issued by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, J)ago 60.) 


In September, 19514-# the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature issued by 
the Committee. In March, 1955j the c\irrent name, "Committee to 
Secxn'e Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee* 

The 1960-61 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as being 
located at 9 I 4 .O Broadway, New York, New York. 





--V ‘ ' *1. » 




-v-4;^ 
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Department, advised that by letter dated October 10, 1952# the 
Philadelphia Police Department had received notification of a 
meeting under the sponaorshlp of the Philadelphia Committee to J»7J^ 
Secure Justice in the Husenberg Case to be held in Philadelphia on ^ 
October ll^, 1952. 

On April 14 ., 1953# division Solicita- 

tions# Department of Public Ins t rucTion^Cormonwe alth of Pennsylvania# 
612 Blackstone Striding, Harrisburg# Pa.# advised that by 'letter 
dated February 17# 1953# J^^ D. FRANTJI3, as Executive Secretary 

of-the-Philadelphla- Committoe-fcn Secure— Justice in the Rosenberg 

Case, Post Office *^ox 805 , Philadelphia, Pa., had advised the Division 
of Solicitations that the Philadelphia Committee vas an affiliate of 
the Rational Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case, and 
that the purpose of the local committee was to solicit money to be 
used to meet esq^enses in carrying on appeals in the Rosenberg Case 
and maintaining the Rosenberg children. 

Literature Issued by the Coimnittee on the dates indicated 
reflects. the following variations of the names of the Philadelphia 
Committee which have been utilized: 


2/11/53 


lO/lU/53 


Philadelphia Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case, Post 
Office Box 805 # Philadelphia, ^a. 

Philadelphia Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg-Sobell Case, 
Post Office Box 805 # Philadelphia, ^a^ 


10/19/53 


Philadelphia Rosenberg-Sobell Committee, 
Post Office Box 805 # Philadelphia, Fa, 
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7/Q/Sk 


Philadelphia Coramittea to Secura 
Juatiea Tor Morton S obeli in the 
Rosenberg Case, Post 0;fflca Box 605* 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


On March li;, 1956, a aoxirca advised that the Philadelphia 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Casa 
was being disbanded because of a lack of funds and a lack of aetivl- 
. tj on. the part _of the jCommittee. 


On source advised that on April 7* 
1958* a meetin^wa^noT^irw^nnadelphia to re-establish this 
Committee in Philadelphia, and that the Committee would be called 
the Philadelphia Sobell Committee. 


Another, s ourc e_ advi s e d .on May _ 29 *- 1960 and_the .firs t — _ 

source stated on May 19, 1961, that the Philadelphia Bobell Committee 
continues to operate as a local affiliate of the Committee to Secure 
Jiutice for Morton Sobell. It is a non-membership organization which 
conducts its activities through a Planning Committee consisting of 
no s et number of people, usually eight to twelve individuals. PEARL 
CHERTOV la the Chairman of the Philadelphia Sobell Committee, and 
JEAN D. FRANTJIS takes a leading role in the Planning Committee 
activities. 


‘ A third source advised on May 26* 1960 that as of that 
date PEARL CHERTOV was the Organizer of the FMladelphia Branch of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


The fovirth source advised on November 30* 1959 that JEAN 
D. FRANTJIS attended the two-day District Convention of the Communis t 
Party, Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware, held at Philadelphia, Pa., 
on November 28-29, 1959. 


The CPUSA and the SWP have been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 
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■ ^ JEWISH PROGRAM SERVICE COMMITTEE 

formerly the Jewish Publication and 
- Cultural Committee, Jewish Publica- 

tion and Research Committee (and 
affiliated clubs and societies), known 
locally as Philadelphia Jewish Cultviral 
Clubs; Jewish Cultural Clubs of Phila- 
delphia 


A 





— — «=-A source-on-July 30, 1957 advised as follows: 

The Philadelphia Jewish Cultural Clubs (PJCC), aka Jewish 
Cultural Clubs of Philadelphia, were formed in the spring months of 
195l4>* Actually, the basis for the formation of the PJCC was laid 
in the fall months of 1953 when it appeared Cjertain that the Inter- 
national Workers Order (IWO) would be dissolved pursuant to an 
order_of_liquidation_by-Jtha._Now_.York._state_covirt3^ 

SOL ROTENBERG, former Executive Director, Philadelphia 
Jewish People’s Fraternal Order (JPPO), IWO, in late 1953 laid the 
groundwork for the formation of the PJCC, using as a nucleus former 
JPPO, IWO members. In early 195l4-» provided leadership in the 
establishment of the PJCC and also set up the Coordinating Committee, 
PJCC, composed of delegates from the Culture Clubs of the PJCC, The 
purpose of this committee was to provide leadership, long-range 
planning and coordination of the activities of the various culture 
clubs',” ■ ■ 


A second source on June 21, 1951i advised that SOL ROTEKBERG 
was a member of the Philadelphia City Committee, CPEPD, as of June, 
1951i* 0*1 April 1, 1957* this source advised that as of March, 1957 

ROT^BERG was a member of the District Committee, CPEPD, 

A third source advised on May 26, 1961 that the PJCC 
continues to be active in Philadelphia with the Sholom Aleichem Club 
being the largest, most active and aggressive in the PJCC with a 
membership of about 150 people. The following cultural clubs are 
also active in Philadelphia, but do not have the large membership of 
the Sholom Aleichem Club: 




Y 





Ifi * 
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Wynnefield Jewish Culture Club 
Uptown Mutual Aid Society 
North East Culture Club 

Strawberry Mansion Culture Club is presently inactive. 

The IWO and the Jewish People's Fraternal Order have 
been designated by the Attorney General of the United States pur- 
suant to Executive Order 101^50* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
rCDEBAL BUREAU OF INTESTIOATION 

Philadelphia > Pennaylvanla 

SEP 29 1961 



Title COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 

. Reference Report of dated 

and captioned aa above. 


1 _ . . All .eoxirces (except any lleted below) used in 
refe~rebced conmiunl cation have furnished reliable Information 
In the past. 



This dociment contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; It and Its contents are not' to be distributed outside 
your agency. 




FILE # 

SUEJECT 

SERIAL 


100-107111 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE ' 


DATE 


CONSISTING OF V PAGES . 

exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
tinder (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number MBS. 
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UNITKD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
October 6, 1961 



Re: Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell 
Internal Security - C 
Internal Security Act of 1950 


A characterization of the Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell (CSJMS) is attached 
hereto. 



This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is a loan to your agency. It 
and Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 

/O O - loll 11^ Vf V2_ 
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Comnilttoe to Secure Justice 
for Horton Scboll 
Internal Security - C 
Internal Security Act of 1950 


Cornialttee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell 


*'Pollov?ing the execution of the atomic spies, 

Ethel and Julius Hosenberg, in June, 1953, the 'Conmunist 
campaign assumed a dJ.fferent emphasis. Its major effort 
centered upon Merton Sobell,' the Rosenbergs' cedefendant. 

TJae National Committee to Seciirc Justice in the Rosenberg 
ease - a Communist f 2 ‘ont v*ich had been conducting the campaign 
in the United States - "A-ao reconstituted as the National 
Posenberg-Sobell Conimlt •'•ee at a conference in Cbldago in 
October, 1953» s-rid 'then as the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell in tlie Rosenberg case',..,” 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957^ issued by the House Comtiilttee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the CenuTilttee. In March, 1935^ the current name, 
"Committee to Secure Justice for Morten Sobell," first 
appeared on literature Issued by the Coimnlttee. 

The 19^^^-1961 Borough of Manhattan telephone 
directory lists the "Cominittee to Secure Justice for Merton 
Sobell" as being located at 9^0 Eroaclway, New York, New York. 
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CONKEDB^TIAL 


Date : 20/6/61 « 

Transmit the following In i 

/ (Type in plain text or cocle)t 

Via ! AIRTEL REGISTERED MAIL i 

“I '(Priority “or “Method of Walling) » 

- -1 - 

TO : DIBECTOR, FBI (100-387035) 




FROM : SAC, >EW YORK (100-107111) 


SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - C 
ISA - 1950 
(00: NY) 


Enclosed herewith are six (6) copies of a letterhead 


memo suitable for dissemination 


ch 


jntj 


secured on 



by SA 



Ins Inform^^i^ 
from t' 


One copy of this letterhead memo and alrtel is 


being furnished to the WF, 
for Information purposes. 


PH, LA, SP, NH, CG, CV and BS Offices 


Bureau (IOO- 387835 ) (Enc . 6 ) (RM) 

Boston {100-.27290)(Enc. 1) (INF0){RM) 

Chicago ( 100 - 25530 ) (Enc. 1) (INF0)(RM) 

Cleveland (100-20243) (Enc. 1) (ifJFO)CRM) 

Los Angeles (100-41648) (iNFO) (Enc. 1) (RM) 

New Haven (100-14203) (Enc. 1) (INP0)(Rr'l) 
Philadelphia (I00-37o67) (Enc. 1) (INF0)(RM) 

San Francisco (100-35117) (Enc. 1) (lNF0)(RM) 

‘ [^Enc. 1) {INP0)(RM) 

t/ 





PHSrgmg 

(14) 




r,."' 

/DO - /D7,i//- vrvi 


Approved: Sent 

Spe"clal Agent In Charge 


M Per 






NY lLOO-107111 


V / This letterhead memorandam Is r;lasslfled 
Confld^tial since the Inrormatlon contained therein was 
secured from a cor-fidential source^ of continuing value, and 
the disclosure of the Inforruation furnlsned therein would 
tend to reveal the Informant’s Identity. This disclosure would 
Impair the future effectiveness of the Informant, which In 
turn would seriously affect the national defense interests 
of the country. 


FILE # 


100-107111 


SUBJECT 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL jS DATE 

CONSISTING OP PAGES 


Is exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
Information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 
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SJ£^ AlUttj (X00-U260) 




Director, fBI (100-3B7835) v 

CC»MnTa TO 8SCUSS JUSTICS 
rat MORTOM SQBELL -* ' 

IHTKSllAL SECURITT - C 

motiuL sEcuRirr act or 1950 


- ,1 * 


V October i« 1961 

-•■•'• ■• -■/•Cl'.::-. , .. . .:.. . J .. 
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Yerep 9-22-61, Albanj* b7C 

The only ectlvlty reported- lirrerep It 



in the report o 


1 




This Infon 
3*22>61 

et Albez^* The etnrent report does Include addltlonel sourest 
fumishlne inforratclo 


The report* hovever» does not 
currenc ectivity, if toy* of the Committee. In W 
Ylee of this the Bureau is ehangli^ statue of rerep to pending 
and Albany tod Yev Torfc should do .llketrlse. Albany shrald 
lafaedlateXy conduct adltional inyeatlgation to determine the 
current actlyity and statut of the Syracuse Sobell Cooaittee 
and promptly submit e report of the retulta of this additional 
check. : b7C.^ WTJD V 


KqxxCs should contain all available loforamt ion concerning 
/ . the activity of an organization up to the time of submitslon. 

yhlle it ia recognized that additional information might become - 
'. available after a report It vritten bearing upon the activity - 
reported previously thus re<[ulrlng the inclusion of such inf orma* 

' ' tion in a subsequent report* every effort should be made to make 
r. each report complete At the time of submission. Albai^ vlll be 
expected to follrv this procedure in future reports and to make 
y. certain that current investigation is conducted at the time of 
submission of each report to insure the tlmollness of the report. 






''••• •;-:>•■•- .■ ' ■■■■■■ ■'-•■ T.’.’ V". - 't -^v; •■•' J •■•— -..■.viV-.-i-''^ 

Letter to SA€» AIIm^ 

tti ' CCWUTTKK TO SBCOR* JOST1C8 : ■• r - 

-f:-' FOR MORTOB SOBKIX ■• ^ 

j^3a7835 

•. -i..=- - • v-v-.r:.-^ 'ir?? ‘. , "v:* ; ,.- ? -.t.,.-^ .-./ / ."-•: ^ 

■ -■••■ '.'vt"- V...-' -: . 

J ■'' '■ -.^ ‘‘•‘t-r V ■ /:i‘'V -.-'V- -. •^^- •> 

■ ; ‘ ‘ Tbo follovlng odditlonal orror* wero aotod which - 

roqulro corroctlvo cctloB. These corrections should he 

i>3dlcstes 














10/li/ui 


/^RTEL 
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(100-33/835) 
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COMMITTEE TO S 

ECURE JUSTICE 


rOR rAORTCN S03HLL 
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Accordlric to NY 24yi-55*, on 10/ll/C>l, SICYl'lOUR 
JOSEPH^ a reporter for 'Tne V/orl:or/’ contacted f'ro. HELEN 
SOBELL, and advised her that he was *'doint; a story " on the 
30BELL CJ.?30 and Inquired etboat tiie results of licr eiokct.lnf,. 
of the- Vhitc iIou3c in V'aEJiliv/^onj D.C. on 30/'}/ta. Hi;i.EK' 
SODEIX replied that her request for an Interview with 
'Its. KENNEDY had been donlcc;.. that her cijlldrcn had talhed 
v/ith la’coidcntlal Aide TO:; WHITE^ and that the piche-cinE of 
the V'.iltc ifouGO by the SOBTJLL faiiilly had becai covered by uotn 
CBS T.V. can.eras and the LTPI News Service. HELE;: SOBELL 
adviCu-J JOSEPH that a larcc turnout was expected for tne 
picketing of the V'hltc House In Washington, D.C. cn 10/16/61. 


N letterhead tieiriorandum for dlssor.unatlon is not 
beirp prepared concerning the above Infc because c ibctantialJ 
the SUMO info has been previously furnished the Bureau in 
a for.i G'.Jitabie foi' diosonination and the only lie;', not pre- 
viously reported is that JOSEPH is '‘dolni’, a at(.>r; “ on the 
SOBELL case for "Tiic Worlier." 
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is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, 

under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant . 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Cn.assif ication 
Officers number flHl. 
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JBOMt SAC, V;F0 (10>>-25U7U) 

COMMITTCE TO Sl-CURE JU55XIC!: lOR MORTOH SOJELL 
IS-C> ISA of 1950 
(00: jri) 

On 13/lV6l^mmi|^ learnr^d thnt thd :;obell 

Coranltte©" plana to picket tl^e Whito House, U'ashin/jton, D* C*, from 
It 30 p*ni» to 3 j 30 p.ra* on Monday, 10/l6/6l* An undotenalned number 
cf persons frtjm New York City are eohedulod to arrive in ./achington, 
L* C*, on lionday moming to participate in the picketing with local 
oeople. 


US Secret Service, Metropolitan ?olice D-jparti.icnt and US 
Park Police orally advinod this date, and local intelligence agencicc 
will be ndviB‘?d of tlie ribove picketing, 

WKO will cover picketing and submit appropriate communicationa# 
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Tire title of this report Is belnc marked ’chanced ’’ to 
add "Baltimore Branch" . 
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A/ll/ 61 , Baltimore. 
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This report Is classified "confidential" because data 
reported by all Informants herein could reasonably result in 
Identification of confidential Informants of continuing value 
and compromise future effectiveness thereof. 
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f Careful consideration has been given to each source 

eoneealed in this x^eport and T-synbols were utilized only la those 
l^tances where the Identities of the sources mist be concealed. 

^ Copies of this report have been designated for local 

Intelligence agencies because of their Interest In C? and CF 
front activities. 
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Will continue to follow and report local activities 
of captioned organization. 
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JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and MORTON SOBELL vjere con- 
victed in the United States District Courts Southern Dis- 
trict of New York, on March 29> 1951 > on a charge of 
conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). The ROSENBERGS were 
sentenced to death on April 1951 > S-^id MORTON SOBELL 
was sentenced to thirty years imprisonment on the same 
date. JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were legally executed 
at Sing Sing Prison, Ossining, New York on June 19 > 1953* 
MORTON SOBELL is currently serving his sentence at the United 
States Penitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia. 


III. PROGRAI1SAND OBJECTIVES 




(p # 


BA/ioO-15241 


IV| CONNECTIONS WITH NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

A characterization of the Conauittee to Secure 

Justice for MORTON SOBELL Is contained in the appendix 

hereto. 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE rCR MORTOU SOBELL 


"Followin' 


the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and 


JULIUS kOSENBERG in June, 1953^ the 'Conmunist campaign assumed ^ 
a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon MORTON 
SOEELL, 


the 


ROSENBERGS ' codefendant 


The National Committee to 
'ecure Justice in the ROSENBERG case - a Coinmunist front v.’hich 
ad been conducting the campaign in the United States - was 
'oconstituted as the National ROSENBERG-SOBELL Committee at a 
.'•onference In Chicago in October, 1953# and 'then as the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL in the ROSENBERG 
ease 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2 , 1957> issued by tho House Coirunittee on Un- 
American Activities, Page 6o.) 

In September, 195^ ^ the name "National CoiTimittee to 
Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL" appeared on literature issued 
by the Committee. In March, 1955> the current name, '‘Comjnittee 
to Secure Justice for HORTON SOBELL, " first appeared on literature 
issued by the Conmiittee . 

The I 90 O- 6 I Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the ''Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL" as 
being located at 9^0 Broadv;ay, New York, New York. 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


On October 16, 1961, Special Agents of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation observed a group of people with 
picket signs start to assemble In front of the White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., at 1:29 p.m. At 1:50 p.m. 
the group consisted of about 14 people. Led'iby Aaron Katz 
who will be described later, they entered the west gate 
of the White House at 1:50 p.m. and conferred with the 
guards at the guardhouse. They were told that the President 
was entertaining the President of Finland at the White Rouse 
and no picketing would be allowed in front of the White 
House while the Finnish President was either at the White 
House or at Blair House across Pennsylvania Avenue from the 
White House. They were told that they would have to picket 
on H Street, N.W,, north of Lafayette Park, However, the 
Finnish President was scheduled to leave the White House at 
2:30 p.m. and return to Blair Bouse at 3:30 p.m. During 
that hour they would be allowed to picket In front of the 
White House as long as they were 500 feet from Blair House. 
Katz bad a letter he desired to deliver to the President 
but after a call to the White House offices his request was 
not granted. 


The group moved east on Pennsylvania Avenue to a 
spot near the east gate where they stood around and talked. 

At 2:55 p.m., after the President's guests departed the 
White House, the group began -to picket. The picketing group 
consisted of 17 people, two of whom were passing out literature 
to passers-by. The literature was a leaflet headed *Trom 
the Reverend Peter McCormack, San Francisco, California, 
former Protestant Chaplain at Alcatraz.'* The letter, ' signed 
by Reverend McCormack, was addressed to "Dear Friend" and 
said that Peter McCormack was convinced of Sobell*s innocence 
and somewhat ashamed that the courts of our land could be 
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FOB/ MORTON SOBELL 


McCbrthy era. Reverend McCormack said in the letter that 
he had set out in an address entitled "Alcatraz Was My 
Parish" his evaluation of Sobell and the injustice perpetrated 
upon Sobell by detaining him in prison. 

Reverend McCormack's letter continued that the 
cry for justice has sounded many times through the centuries 
from the time of Amos the Prophet down to the present. 

Reverend McCormack wrote that to him no cry has had such 
merit to it as the cry for justice for Morton Sobell. The 
letter said that Reverend McCormack was satisfied that if 
the Clergy of this land would acquaint themselves with this 
case the pressure of this segment of public opinion would 
compel the courts to reopen the case. 

At the bottom of the leaflet was a block asking 
the reader to read this testimony to Morton Sobell from his 
chaplain at Alcatraz. It asked the reader to match Reverend 
McCormack's courage and join the hundreds of clergymen from 
various parts of the country who had signed the "enclosed 
appeal" (no appeal was enclosed with the leaflet). The' 
message In the block was signed by: 

Reverend Thomas Kilgore, Jr., Friendship Baptist 
Church, New York, New York. 

Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein, 930 East 50th Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Paul Lehmann, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts . 

Roland H. Bainton, Yale Divinity School, New Haven, 
Connecticut. 

The group carried the following signs during the 

picketing. 
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"Famed writer James T. Farrell says 'I have the 
sick feeling that an innocent man is in prison.' " 

" 'This case demonstrates a particularly twisted 
idea of justice' Norman Thomas." 


release." 


"In Illinois hundreds of clergymen asked Sobell 's 


CONFI 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


I **Oaly one 

Sobell.*' 


CONFin»NTIAL 


JUSTICE 




witness, a confessed perjurer. 


accused 



i 


’’Thousands in New York have attended public 
meetings to free Morton Sobell." 

” 'New York Post' says Sobell 's plea for. clemency 
should be granted." 

’’ 'Convinced of Sobell 's Innocence' wire philos- 
ophers Bertrand Russell of England and Martin Buber of Israel." 

"Mr. President hear our plea lor Justice 1 Free 
Morton Sobell." 

" 'I am opposed to continued Imprisonment of 
Morton Sobell' - Roger Baldwin, Chairman, International League 
for Rights of Man." 

"Californians urge Morton Sobell 's freedom." 

" 'I believe him Innocent* says his former prison 
chaplain Rev. Peter McCormack, Daly City, California.* ' 

"Not vengeance Mr. President but Justice for my 
Innocent son Morton Sobell." 

"Mr. President I can't believe you want to persecute 
my Innocent son. Free Morton Sobell." 

"Leaders of the world please use your Influence 
to free my Innocent husband, Morton Sobell." 

President Kennedy, Justice begins at home. Free 
my Innocent husband Morton Sobell." 

’’ 'New Republic Magazine,* Washington, D. C., 
supports commutation of Sobell's sentence." 

"Pennsylvania educators and members of the Society 
of Friends have appealed for Sobell's freedom." 

"Dr. Harold C. Urey, Nobel Prize Scientist, says 
'You can't tell what Sobell Is even supposed to have done.* " 

"Mr. President Ohlans ask you to grant Morton Sobell 

clemency." 
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At 3:25 p«m. the picketing was discontinued and 
alter a conference with the police the group left the White 
House • 


At 4:13 p.m. a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation observed that a group of eight of the 
Individuals who were at the White House arrived at 10th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., and prepared to picket 
the United States Departaent of Justice. At 4:25 p.m. this 
group of eight persons began to picket at 10th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, M.W. At 5:15 p.m. they discontinued 
to picket, crossed Pennsylvania Avenue to the north side and 
left the area. 

Persons observed In the picket line at the White 
House Included: 

Helen Sobell, Morton Sobell's wife. 

Rose Sobell, Morton Sobell's mother* 

Helen Gurewltz* 

Aaron JCatz. 

Ethel WelCPhbrod. 

Sophie Rich* 

Marcus Goldman* 

Helen Sobell, Rose Sobell, Marcus Goldman and Aaron 
Katz were also among those who picketed the Department of 
Justice* 






CONFIDEKTUL 
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(Helen Sobell, prior to her narrlage to Horton 
Sobell, vas married to the husband of the present 
Helen Gurewltz vho will be described below) 




1950 that the Sobe 
dress 




aavisea auring 
ad resided at that 
r. 1940 






in 


at although he believed Rose 


Sobe 11 to be a CP member because of this he could 
not confirm her as a member of the CP of a CP 
front organization. 

who has furnished reliable Information in 
the past I advised on October 26, 1960, that the 
present Helen Gurewltz was a member of the CP as 
of October 25, I960* 


1 


who has fur 


the past, advised 


Katz was a member o 


fif fn TTT* vTv B in rv. 


nformatlon in 














ble Informatl^d In 
learned 

that Ethel Yelfthbrod ha^aSxfte 
s person that she was a current CP member 


^Q3Q33DiiI£I^^ES2SK£S£X 


. ■ .. :■:■ . -■'■' 'ft- 


advised tha 


e CP Washington, 0. C, 


On January 29, 1959, YF T-^d, who has furnished 
reliable Information in the past, advised that 
Marcus Goldman had recently commented that while 
he was not an active communist he was still 
adhering to the ideals of the CP at that time* 
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WP T-5 advised on Octobar llj., 1961 that the plckatlng 
on October 16, 1961 was planned by The Coiamlttae To Secure 
Justice For Morton Sobell. 

A description of The Comralttee To Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell la attached. 








COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 


{ "Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel and 

Julies Rosenberg In June, 1953 » the 'Communist campaign assumed 
a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon Morton 
Sobell,* the Rosenbergs' codefendant. The National Committee 
to Sacure Justice in the Rosenberg case - a Communist front 
which had been conducting the campaign In the United States - 
was reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee 
at a conference In Chicago In October, 1953. and 'then as the 
National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in 
the Rosenberg case'..," 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957. Issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^4-. the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature Issued 
by the Committee. In March, 1955. the current name, "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on litera- 
ture Issued by the Committee. 

The 1960-61 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as 
being located at 914-0 Broadway, New York, New York. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 10/17/61 

FROM: SAC, WFO (100-25474) 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE " 

FOR HORTON SOBELL 
IS - C; ISA OF 1950 
(00:NY) 

Remyalrtel 10/14/61, advising that WFO would 
cover picketing at White House 10/16/61, 

Enclosed for the Bureau are six, for New York two, 
for New Haven one, for Chicago one, and for Boston one copies 
of a letterhead memo containing information about the White 
House picketing by captioned organization on Monday, 10/16/61 

Copies of this letterhead memo are being furnished 
to G-2, ONI and OSI locally. 

The Agents participating In the s urveillance o 
ket line at the White-House were SAs 


SA 

of Justice. 


observed the picketing at the Department 


SAm^yi received the subject m atter of the d iscussions 
between the picketers and the police from 
of the Metropolitan Police Department. , _ _ 

biC, b/p 



WFO will follow the planning for the mass picket 
in November through information received from WFO sources and 
will keep the Bureau and New York '^ vlsed of any Inform ation 

received. / fliirAnr.i:rn ir;:iryrri ^ 
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3, - Bureau (Enc.6) • Mm 

1^2)- New York (100-107111) (Enc. 2) 

1 - Boston (100-27290) (Enc. 1) (Inf omM|M 
1 - Chicago (100-25530) (Enc. 1) (Inf 


New Havp.n fl 00~1 4^03 >fEnr . n (Info) (EMV 
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yiFO 100-25474 


WFO will attempt through hotel contacts to 
ascertain the identities of others who may have participated 
in ' the picket line on 10/16/61 and advise the appropriate 
offices. ' i 


^ The letterhead memo has been classified 
*'Confid^tial** since it contains information furnished by 
WP T-1,^F T-4, WF T-5 and ¥F T-6 which information could 
reasonably result in the identification of confidential 
Informants of continuing value and compromise the future 
effectiveness thereof. 


There were no Incidents in connection with the 
pickets at the White House or at the Department of 
Justice. 
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I’NrTED STATES GOVI^^^U 

Memoranaum 


ENT 


TO 


t UEvi YORK (100 - 107111 ) 


date: 


2/9/62 


FROM 


Sectlj-l 




subject: COMMITTEli: TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS C; ISA 50 

In connection wifh the desfrucrlion of channelizing memoranda, the information contained on the 
serials listed below was incorporated in a report dated 1/25/62* . The review lor 

this report was made from serial ^500 through serial 


In accordance with the above, the following serials ore to be destroyed: 















